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Paſſrve Obedience, Kc. 


From theſe Words in Romans, XIII. t. : 
Let every Soul be Subjett to the Higher Po- 


ers. 
| / \ tiſe, call'd, Chriſtianity the Do#rine of the Croſcy, 
And altho* it would be the Leſs 2 to treat 
upon this Subje#, did Men Impartially Read and Conſider 
thoſe 855 eſtimonies of its Truth, which have been giy- 
en both 
ſtians, and alſo by the great Cloud of Witneſſes for it in the 
latter Days. Ho fince we now live amongſt ſome, who 
Condemn and Kidicule the aforeſaid Doctrine; and fince it 
has been deliver'd of late from the Pulpit, as well as Preſs ; 


cing Arguments for the Defence of Paſſive Obedi- 


That it is deteſtably impiow and pernicious; againſt al Seni 


and Reaſon, and again the fundamental Laws 09 Land; 
That it is hammer d out of the Forge of Rome, That not Hl} 
nor Rome ever invented a Dotrine ſo fitt 

be defign of Enflaving a 
ence; Since thut, 1 ſay, That, which the Primitive Church 
hath Practic'd, and alſo our own 
Duty, is decryed and condemn'd. 


| 9 of Pate Obedience: 
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Lyh6ugh 1 do not pretend to urge more Convin- 
ene, than thoſe which are publiſh'd* in a Trea. 


the Writings and Practice of the Primitive Chri- 


ed and Calculated for 
ec People 2: this of Paſſive Obedi- 


h hath Taught, as a 
ſome, who yet have 
ſubſeribꝰd to its Homilies; 1 hope it will not be term'd Pre- 
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and 
9 Nene EO to be the Subject᷑ of the fol- 
ing 


of the Primitive Church; 


e 

ſumption, if I alſo add my Mite to the large Treaſure of 
Diſcaurſes concerning this Chriſtian, Primitive, Proteſtant » 
Legal Doctrine in its true notion. To which end as I have 


Diſcourſe, fo from them I ſhall treat upon theſe fol- 
lowing Heads. ' 

Firſt, What it is to be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers; and 
under this Head to ſhew that the Subject ion to them contain- 
eth the Duty of Paſſive Obedience or Nop-Refiſtance, in its 
true Notion, 4 : | 

2dly, That this Duty of Subjection to the Higher Powers 


is not only a Chriſtian Duty, agreeable, to the Laws and Pra- 


dice of Chriſt and his 4poſiles, to the Principles and Practice 


t likewiſe it is agreeable to the 
18 Laws of this Realm ; as well as Doctrine of Our 
ch. . | * 

dly, 1 ſhall not only enquire into, but alſo ſhew. the [nva- 
lidity of the Chiefeſt Pleas and Obje4ions againſt it. 

Laſtly, I ſhall make ſome Application, and Canclude. . _ 

Aud Firlt, What it is to be ſubject to the Higher Powers, 
and under this Head to ſhew, that the ſubject ion to them con- 
taineth the Duty of Paſſive Obedience or Non-Refiftance in 
its true notion: And here left ſome ſhould firetch the notion 
of this Subjection too far, or ſuppoſe more to be contain'd in 
it, than is requir'd, I think it not i to premiſe, firſt 
that however this Duty containeth . Paſſive Obedience, and 
tho the Word SubjeFion is of larger extent than ia the Word 
Obitdiente, * yet the being Subject to, doth not Contain or 
'Enjoyn our doing of that which our Higher Powers Command, 
mleſs it be allc 1awful-to be done; when, beſides the want of - 
a Moral ot lawful Power in them to require ſuch things. that 
are Sinful, there is a Higher Power than theirs, which for- 
bids them, viz. God's. Nor is there much occaſion to infiſt 
N Exception, ſince beſides the appeal of St. Peter to 
che ſewiſh Magiſtrates, whether it was not rigbt to hearken to 
God 1 on 2 1 5 2 are few ** no ö 4 | 
extend yhe 0 on to an aFzwe obeying of the 
High os io things Sinful, But [ag OP. 
Aly, As to be ſubje& to them doth not fignifie or Enjoyn 
our doing Evil, at their Command, ſo neither doth it require 
or imply our aſſiſting them in their doing of that which we. 
know. to be ſuch; ſince this is not only. to partake mith-them 
in their Sins, || but alſo it is to do Evil, if we give aſſiſtance. 
1%, and with, ut which they could not do, it. And accor- 
&fngly as this is more than due Allegiance, or Obedience ac. 


* Awas de Cone, Lib. . 6p. 36, + Ad 419, | Epheſs.7. 


"cording © 
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Fate Obedience, e. 
cording to Las; tb we find, that however tl Primitive Chi 


Nians were Eminent Examples of Paſſve Obedience, yet would 
they nor afift their Emperouts in deſtroying their Fellow Chri- 
ians, where the accuſation againf? them was #2 other than 
that of their being Orthodox Chriſtians . Bur now how- 
ever it doth net follow 
we muſt obey or affiſt the Higher Powers, in thing: ap 62) 
yet doth the Duty of Subje&ion either fignific our a#ive 
dience to their Lawful Commands, as elſe the fubmitting 0, 
without reſiſting or taking up Arms againſt” chem, becuiſs'b 
illegal Oppreffions ; There being Oppoſition, rather than Sub. 
Je#ion, where Men will neither obey them when they my ar 
en, nor yet will ſubmit to, but rather reſſt them by force of 


# is to bear it; + and which as it is to re them, ſo is pt 

by St. Ful, as Contrary to the of SabjeRion, and'which 
by the Conceſſion of Grotiw , doth include in it ſelf, 
nen Refiftendi pe. x or the neceffify of Non-Reſiſt⸗ 
ance, It is confeſs'd indeed, That Howegyer, Refiſtance'13 
= to gubjection, yet it 18 not a Refiſting of, or 'incen- 
fi with our Duty to them, if when call before or 1 
the — Powers, we plead our Cauſe or our Rights; 
and accordingly we find that however, St. Pau! ſets forth tlie 
Sin and Danger of Reſiſtance, he did not fail to pag, thy 


Priviledges he had as a Roman, and that he ought not 
Sourged or deliver'd to the Fury of his Enemies withotit 2 
Tryaf: And if it is not a breach of our Duty to plead out 


rights before; much lefs is it ſo, to Petition them for Redref® 
under their illegal Proceedings, and to claim the help of their 
Laws and Conrts. _ Nay, I add yer further; That however it 


is not Confiftent with Subjection to ſtretch out our Hands 2 - 


gainft, to the burt of their Perſons *, por yet to take & 
Arms againſt them, without and gain their Authority: 
8 where there is a Law or Contra which allows Men 
to do, and which is not in our Realm) yet doth it not fol? 
low that, (becauſe we are to be ſubj#& to the Higher Powers 
we muſt ſo far ſubmit to their private and illegal Orders, an 


that even againſt their publick Laws, as not to bring their 
Miniſters to juſt puniſhment for ating by rhe one, aps ke 


other, ſo long as we can thus ſupport our act ĩons by Legal Au- 


thority; and fo long as even their Laws and Courts willgive- 


us Redreſs ; and that becauſe we do not hereby op;oſe them, 


— —— 


that "becauſe we are to be ſubject + | 


Arms, and even take up the Sword againſt thoſe whoſe Off:z 


2 


* See Socra Hitt. Eccleſ. Lily 2. caps 12, 13. 27. Grot, de jure Belli Lib! 
1, cap, 1,ſe&9, Lib. 1. cap, 4. ſeck. 7. + Rom. 13. 4 1 Lib. de * 


Belli cap. 4. (ct, 4. 4 Aﬀs16 37. as 22. 25. Ads 25. 10, 11 1 Sun. 1 


9. 2 Sam. 1. 14. Etiam in tali pericolo Regis perſonæ parcendum, Gtot. 1 # Lib 


de jure Bell cap. 4: (c4, 7. 
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6 4 DEFENCE 7 
a the Higher Powers ; nor indeed do we af againf, but ta- 
ther 7 54 their chiefeſt Orders and Rules, as to ws: The 
Laws of the Land being no leſs the Laws of the Higher Pow- 
ers, Than they are the Laws of the People, | 
| nom, though we pay Subje ion to, rather than Reſiſt 
hem, when we thus ſeek to their allowed and Efabliſh'd 

Law, and alſo to their own executive Power fur the Grievan- 
ces; (occaſion'd by the illegal Proceedings of their Miniſters 
ag inſi luch Lavi; ) yet it is not to be ſubject to them, if be- 
4 and the want of belp againſt them 

by the Courts or Sword of ſuch Powers, we therefore of our 
ſelves, preſume to take up the Sword, and Levy War againſt 


them; rather this is directly to refiſt and oppoſe them, 


not only in a way diſallow'd by ſuch Powers, as to themſelves 
but alſo as to t beir Laws and thoſe of their Nation, as [ ſhall 
fhew in this Niſcourſe, 

By Subject ion then to the Higher Powers as thoſe which are 


Supteme f in any State or Government, (whether Monar- 


chical, Ariſtocrazical, or Democratical, I take it to be meant 
either the a&ive Performancs of their lawful Commands, or 
elſe ſubmitting to the Evils or Penalties they lay upon us, 
without taking up Arms or Le =. 2-0 againſt them, where 
we cannot avoid or eſcape ſuch Evils by legal Ways or Means; 
and which &þmiſion (in our common Phraſe) is call'd Paſ- 

foe Obedience, or Non Reſiſtance ; and which we may be ſaid 
to practice, when we not only keep to ſuch Obedience that we 
may lawfully pay, but allo ſubmit to their Government, wit 


| ns es Refiſtancs, at the ſame time we ſuffer wrongfully by 


And that the Word and Nature of Sub jection doth thus 
contain this Subhmiſton, is Evident from the Words of St. N- 
ter in his Firſt Epiitle, 2 Chapter, ver, 18,19, 20. when how- 
ever the Opinion of Giot ius |, and alſo our Church, (That 


they are 30 leſs applicable to Su jedi than they are to Ser- 
— 4 — be doubted ly ſome; yet do they prove, that 
0 


the Duty of Subjection implieih the patient hear ing of 2 


ful and ande ſer ved Sufſerings : Servants be ſubje# to your Ma» 
' Bers with all fear, 10 only to the good and gentle, but alſo t 


the Froward ; for this is Thank-wort 


72 if a Man for Conſei - 
ring wrongtully : For 


—— En... — .A—_—_—__ >. 4 


# + For fo not only the Weird, inge in the Original fignifiech the Powers 
that are above, or have more chan others, that hold above, excel or are the 
Chicf and at the top to ethers; But the Ward, onupio to i render'd in ane- 
ther place Suprene, 1 Pet. 2 13. whether jt be to the King. as Supreme. 
f De jure Nelli Lib. f. cap. 4. Seck. 4. 1 See 1ff Homily againft Rebellion, 
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Paſiue Obedience, 
what glory is it, if when ye are buſſeted for 
tale it patiently ? Bui when ye do well and ſuffer for it, ye taks 
it patiently : This ia ay ble with God, By which Words 
it plainly appears, that on (among other Inſtances.) 
Confiſterh in a hearing of theſe Evils with patience which we 


Faulis, ye 


cannot Lawfully eſcape, tho at the ſame time they are wrong. 


fully laid upon us, even for well-doing.  — 
Nor let in be thought abſur'd, That this Subject ion to the 
Higher Powers is call'd by us Paſtve Obedience; fince it is not 
only ſaid that Chriſt Learn'd or Fulfilled, Obedience by the 
things he Suſſer d; * and his drinking the Cup of Suffering s 
(together with his dying) is call'd :he doing of God's Will 7. 
becauſe it is an equal if not a more difficult and glori- 
ous Work or Inflance of Obedience to Suffer, than to AF, as 
we ought; eſpecially when 
and as it is requir'd, we alſo pay our Obedience to that Order, 
- which thus enjoy ns us to ſuſſer. 15 | 
And thus having ſhewed what it is to be ſubject to the 
Higher Powers, and how Subjection ineludes in it the | 
of Paſſive Obedience or Non- Reſiſtance, I proceed to the 2d 
Head, pia. That the Duty of Subje4ion 40 the Higher Fowers 
is not only a Chriſtian Duty, agreeable to the Laws and Pra. 


dice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, To the Principles and Praffice 


of the Primitive Church, but likewiſe it is agreeable to the 


particular Laws of this Realm, as well as ine of our 
Church, 


Now that it is 2 Chriſtian Duty, tho" it might be in- 
ferr'd from the Obligation which is laid upon Bibops and 


Miniſters, to put Men in mind that they be ſubje# to Princi- 
palities I; yet need we no further or pla iner direction for it, 
than this of the Text |, in which it is required (without ex- 
ception of Perſons or their Circumſt ances) Let every Soul be 


Jubje# to the Higher Towers, c. and which Words tho? they 


do not require us to be ſubject ro thoſe who are not the Hi 
Powers, upon point of Conſcience ; and tho” they do not obli 


me ti be a Slave, becauſe I owe Subjection; yer do they - 


not 


only prove, that whilſt any are our Higher Powers, there is 


Sub jection due to them; but in that tbeſe Words forbid Refift- 


ance to them, They allo ſhew that the Subjection due to, 


cannot conſiſt with the Reliiling of them, but rather it con- 
ſiſts in a ſubmitting to, under wrongful Suffer ing by, them: 
Than in a Refiſting of them by illegal Ways, or which we are 
not allow'd to take by the Laws of God or Man: And what 


queſtion with ſome, whether the Higher Powers remain ſuch, 


— 
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8 4 DEFENCEf 
if they Command or infi# unjuſt Things, yet cannot it be 
ſuppos d otherwiſe Fear the Text ; but p if, or whilſt any 
continue the Higher Powers, it is a Declaration withour Ex- 
ception, be that refifteth them, refifteth the Ordinance of God. 
Tho“ they be evil Men, Pig ans or Perſecurors, They being 
ſuch in St. Prul's time; nor can any other Interpretation be 
put upon them, either in Ia of Equity, to the contrary, ef 
pecially when, beſides that to take theſe Words of the Text 
in #his large Senſe, or as forbidding Refiſtance in general is 
not contrary to any other Goſpel Rule: There are alſo other 
Texts to the ſame purpoſe, which ſhew this Duty of Subje- 
ction to be a Chriſtian Duty, For 2dly, That it is a Chrifti- 
an Duty, will alſo appear from the Direction of St. Peter, to 
the featter'd Chriſtians (through Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia 
and H:) that as they ſhould not uſe their liberty for a el 
of malicioufneſs; ſo they ſhould ſwbmit themſelves io the King 
as Supreme *; Tho' he, who was then King, was a Nero, or 
(as St. mn, ealls him) 2 Lion I: But zdiy, Thar we may not be 
without the Direction of Chtiſt as to this Doctrine, we mall 
allo find, that however Peter drew his Sword in defence of 
is Maſter; yet was not his behaviour therefore allow'd by 
Chriſt; but rather he was exhorted to put up his Sword again 
into its pl ace, with this among other Arguments: For all 
they that take ' the Sword ſhall periſÞ by the Sword ; which 
Words although they do not forbid the uſe of the Sword by 
them whoſe Office it is to bear it }, yet, even according to the 
Interpretation of them by Calvin and the 4 embly of Divine: ; 
they diſallo the uſe of it by private Perſons, eit ler without 
warrant from the Laws of God and Men, or againſt thoſe who 
are Iuueſted with publick authority: Nor is it only Caloin's 
Inference from theſe Words of Chriſt *, That we ſhould be 
cautious, leſt we repel our Enemies by taking up Arms againſt. 
thuſe, who even unjuſtly provoke us, ſave where our Laws and 
publick Rights permit us ſo to do; “ but even by Grotius's 
allowance, this was one of thoſe Texts by which the Chriſti- 
ans in Ancient times concluded the Practice of Non- Refiſtance 
to the Higher Powers, as zbeir Duty. | e 
4thly, That which yet further 2 the Duty of Subje- 
flion aforemention'd to be a Chriſtian's Duty, and ayreeable 
to the Laws of Chriſt, is this, viz, r beir CharaBers and Office. 
And here, tho'I might enlarge this Argument, by ſhew!i 
the Characters, which ne+-enly our Church-Canons and 4d, 


of Parliament give them, viz, Supreme, and Sovereign, next 


d 


PE ; : ; NY 
per. 2. ver. 16. 13,19, 26, + 2 Tim. 4. 17. Lightfoot's Harmon, 2 


Annum Neronis 11. & Chriſti 65. Joſeph de Bello judaic. Lib. 2. Cap. 24 
+ Mw. 26. 52. ohn 18. 11. + Roth. 13.4. Ses Annot en john 18.11. 
* See 1 Lib. de jure Belli Cay. 4. Sect. 7, A* 
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preſſions of the Higher Powers; and which is then his Wi 


Paſſrve Obedience, &c. 
and under Chriſt, Supreme Heads and Governours 1. Yea, tho' 
to theſe I might, add alſo the Titles given them by the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, God's Vicegerents, Minors only to God;. 
* accountable to none but God: Let is it enough to conſider 
their Character and Office ſet forth in the Scriprure, Thus not 
to infiſt thoſe Texts where Kings are call'd the Lord's 
anointed , it is not only faid of the Higher Powers. That 
they are God's Miniſters, and being his Ordinance, ate wot to 
be Refiſted ; but it is theis Office to bear the Sword 4, and 
conſequently as it is not the Kight of Sub jd to take it up 


* 
» 


_ without their Commiſſion or Leave, and much leſs to take it 


up againſt them; ſo it is not to be ſuppos'd, (that being Su- 
preme, ) they will allow thoſe who are Subjects to, to take up 
Arms again/t them; and who if they have a Legal Power to 
curb .. xeflrain\their Princes are not in that their Suljells, 
but rather their Higher Powers. | 
And as the Duty of Subjection in the Senſe furementioned,is 
yu eeable to the Laws of Chriſt aud his Apoſtles, but no bre 
n'd or diſſallow'd by them as ſuch ; ſo is ir agreeable to 

the Practice of Chriſt and the Primitive Chriſtians, And Firſt, 
as to Chriſt, tho? he doth not deny * himſelf to be a King as 
he was the Chriſt ; yet to prove his Life upon Earth to be a 
Stare of Subject ion to the Higher Powers, as be mas the Son of 


Aan and in a ſuffering State upon Earth, it is not only aid. 


of him that he allowed and paid Tributs F, but we allo find, 
that however he was faiſly accui'd to Pilate, as an Enemy. 
to Caſay ; yet did he ſuhmit 10 his unjuſt Samence, that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled: And by which, he ſhewed that 
however the ground of this Non-Reſiſtance to his Sentence, in 
Reſpe# to himſelf, was not the allowing of Pilates Right to 
Condemn him to Death (bur rather the Decree and Vill of 
God that he ſhould ſuffer when his Hour was come to that 
end;) yet is he an Example to us thereby, That we are nog 
to reſiſl when its Gods Vill ge ſhould ſuffer the illegal © 


that we ſhall not lawfully eſcape, if we. can't eſcape chem,. 
withoue Sin, or doing Evil de that End, Nor is there ang 


reaſon to ſupzole, that it is allow'd by Chriſt for Chriſli. 
ans to bear 


rms and Levy War againſt the Higher Pows 
ers, when theſe illegally invade this Rights, and oppreſa 
them; becauſe it is ſaid by Chiifl, when his Hour of. 
Suffer ing drew nigh, But now he that hath a Purſe, let Bin 
take it, and likewiſe hu Scrip, and be that hath no Sword les 


— — 

+ Canons 36. $5. 25. H. ö Cap 21 Tertullian ad Scapulam. 1 vaw, 
24. 6. 2 Sam, . 14. + Rom. 13. . * John 38. 7. 1 Mat. 37. 27. 1 See. 
8/hop hurnet s germ, en Rom, 13, 5. Þ, 2. | * 
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10 A DEFENCE of 3 
him ſell bis Garment and buy ons | : For, as when upon their 
miſlake of his meaning, by theſe Words, the Diſciples pro- 
due d, or procur'd two Swords, he tells them it i: 5 
v hich could ſcarcely be ſaid of thoſe wo Swords, as to ther 

own ſufficiency, to defend him and them againſt the Mul- 

titude that came againſt him, any more than it could be 
ſaid, that it was enough, though there were no Swords) 
ſo is it not to be ſuppos d, that by theſe Words, or by the Or. 
der for buying Swordi, he call'd them to take up Arms in his 
Defence; when ( Iefides nis Declaration to Pilates, that Bis 
Kingdom was not of thi: World 1; and conſequently there was 
no need for his Servants to bt for him, as there would have 
been, had his Kingdom been of this World) his roof of 
St. Peter, for the uſe of the Sword, (tho' in his Defence) 
is a plain Proof, rh: he did not call ur requite his Diſciples, 
by the Words afore-mention'd, to take up Arms in his De- 
fence; but rather, by the order of proving Purſes and Swords 
at that time, he both fignifies the great Dangers that be and 
his Diſciples were to meet with; and alſo, the Fower he had 

over the Sword, to ſmite, as well as to heal, had it been pro- 
per then ie ule it: And therefore, tho? upon the irrogular uſe - 
of it by St.\Peter (for which he was 1eproved) he faid, ſuf- 
fer it Thus far, that thereby he might nor only ſhew his 
Power, as well as Goodneſs, in healing the High-Pricſt's Ser- 

vant, Ko Ear beter had eut off, but that the Scripture 


might be fulfilled, which faith, and he was reckoned amo 
the Tranſyreſſors. + ; yet bow far he was from the exerciſe of 
bis own Power, and 2 wag 1 rom the 2 of 
unlawful way of refilling his Enemies, is r'd 
St. Peter, 17 hom he gives us this Charadter; That th <4 
or when be ſuffered unjuſtly, yet he threat nad not, but rat 
committed his Cauſe 10 him who Judgeth Righteouſly *. And 
as the Duty of dubjection is agreeable to the Doctrine and 
Practice of Chrifi, ſo was ir no leſs the PraFice, than the Do-—- 
&rine of the — les and the Primitive Church, And, firſt, 
as tothe Apoliles, it is to be obſerved, That however they 
were enabled to work Miracles, and to inflit Death and other 
Puniſhments by a Worc,f when lawful and neceſſary ſo to do; 
yea, tho' they fail'd not to defend and juſtiſie their Religion, 
and themſelves, before King: and Rulers, with great Courage 
and Boldneſs, in Words; and alſo they were not to be ter- 
rify'd and perverted, either by their Threatnings or Perſeeu - 
ions; yet ill did they no more rebel under Bonds and Per- 


* 
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\ Luke 22. 36,38. John 18. 36. fee Afſemb, Annor. Calvin's Harmon. 
Lighef. Hor. Heb. „ Lukge2, 36, 1 Pet. 2, 23, f Acts 13. 11, Seo” 
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. Paſfoe Obedience, 8&c. 11 
fecutions, than they did things worthy of them ; They would 
not (it is true) omit or a# againſt their Duty to God, to ful- 
fil the Orders of Men; yet did they not therefore take up 
Arms, or allow Reſiſtance, becauſe of Perſecution ; bur rather 
they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to ſuffer for 
Chriſt 1 and as St. Paul declares, they even gloried in Tribu- 
Iat ion ||. 1 
And as the Apoftles (eſpecially St, Peter and St. Paul) 

were recorded Patterns, 1 well as Preachers of Non. Reſi- 
ſtance: So was it no leſs the Practice of the Primitive Church 
for ſeveral Ages; even no leſs, than under Ten Perſecutions 

rr Purpoſe, I migh ly lay befate you 
And tho), to thisPurpole, I might not only e you 
the ſeveral Inſtancesquored by Dr. Hickes, in his Book cn 
—— *, and by the late Mr. Kettlawell ; but I might lay 

fore you ſeveral notable Inſtances of it, recorded by Gr 

and Biſhop Bürnet; yet ſhall I have ghe leſs need ſo to do, 
ſince thoſe, who deny it to be a Duty now, do allow, that it 
Was practiſed at firfl by the Primitive Chriſtians ; © Becauſe 
ſay they, beſides, That they Then ſuffer'd by; and not again 
© the Laws of thoſe Times ; they alſs were but few and 
* fenceleſs. | | 4 

| — — however, to leſſen the Obligation of Men to this 
Duty, in theſe Days, ſome have endeavour'd alſo to eclipſe 
the Glory of its Practice by the Primitive Chriſtians, by pro- 
tending, That tho? they practiſed Paſſive Obedience, it was 
* only becauſe they ſuffer'd by, and not againſt Law; and be- 
* cauſe they were forced to practice it againſt their Wills; 
and that had they the Power (as Chriſtians. now have in 
* ſome Nations) they would have refilled the Higher Powers, 
* when opprels'd by them; ) yet will it ſufficiently 
appear, That they not only practiſed that part of Subjection, 
which is call'd Paſſive Obedience, when they were able, and 
had ſufficient Power to refiſt, but alſo when they were perſe- 
cuted, and [uffter'd even contra to Law, WS | 
And, firſt, it will appear that they practiſed this Subjection, 
when they were able, and had ſufficient Power to ref; when 
tho! at firſt the Church of Chriſt was but a little Flock }, yet 
in a ſhort time it became a conſiderable Part of the Reman , 
Empire; and eſpecially ſo much did the Word of God increaſe 
and prevail, in, ot about the latter part of the 2d, and the 
beginning of the 3d Century, that the Chriſtians became 
great, if not the greateſt Part of thoſe who dwelt in the Cities 
and molt populous Places of the Empire; and yet, tho? they 
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might either have ſaved, or, ſold their Lives dear by Reſift- 
* ance, Tertullian Apologizeth for them, that however, they 
were able, and had Learn'd to ſuff:r, yet not to rebel, or take 
up Arms for their Religion : * If we Chriſtians (ſaith he 
© writing to the Heathens) ſhould become your publick E- 
© nemier, or ſecret Revengers for the wrongs we receive, 
-* ſhould we want Force or Number to ſupport it? We exceed 
2 he Moors, the Marcomons, the Parthians, or any other 
© fſingle Nation in the World; we are but of Teſterday, and 
Let we have fill'd your Places, your Cities, Iſlands, Caſtles, 
-© Corporations, Councils, Tribes, Companies, Palace, Se- 
© nate, and Markers; and we have left you nothing to enjoy 
* alone but your Temples. Now we who ſo willingly lay 
don our Lives, are w2-aot thereby fitted, and prepared 10 
© fight, tho* we were inferiour to you in Number, if our 
'« Religion did not rather oblige us, to ſuffer Death than to in- 
fick it / Yea, we might without Arms or Reſiſtance, or even 
© by a bare Diſagreement with you, and by the Envy of a Se- 
6 paration very much endanger 1 A For if ſo great a Part 
of the Empire, as we ate, ſhould break it {elf from the Reſt, 
© andrerire into remote Corners of the World, it would cer- 
« rainly confound your Nominions, to loſe ſo many Sulzeds, 
(be theit Quality what it will;) when our very departure 
from you, 46") be a ſevere Puniſhment ; and the Deſolati- 


„ with Horror and Amazeme ou would be forced to 
for new Subject. to ſupply our places, and perhaps we ſhould 
© leave you more Enemies, than Subjects or Defenders *; And 
© yet notwithilanding that the Chriſtians were thus nu me- 
s row, and Patent in Tertullian's Time, he adds further, 
That however we are able to revenge our (elves upon you, 
"if we would, yet are we not for Levying War or taking up 
Arms againſt our Emperour's |, That however, there were 
ſeveral Rebellions againſt them, by others, and 
-«with whom they might have joyn'd, yet doth Tertullian 
«Challenge their Fudge: to give one inſtance, where the Chri- 
*©ſtians had either taken up Arms againſt their Emperours, or 
£ had ſided with the Rebels. Who were they that laid wait for 
-* Ceſar in his Country Receſs with Sigerius and Parthenius ? 


* on and Silence we ſhould leave behind, would ſtrike Ion | 


Ot who Confpir'd wo Domitian? Wnencs were the Ad- 


© herenrs of Ca i, er, and Albinuz ? Were they nor from 
« your (elves, Heathen Romans, hut no Chriſtians ? All which 
"Apology (ſaith Grotius upon it + as it would have been in- 
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Power to Reſiſt, them, 


Furthermore, In his Treatiſe to S&apula, he adds, That 


however the Chriſtians were ſo numerous, yet, ſaith he, We 
* chiefly, for our Patience and Reformation: It is true, we 
© are not without Kefletions upon us, as if we were Enemies 
to the Majeſty of the Emperour,yet never could the Chrifti- 
© ſtians be found like to Albinus, Niger, or Caſtus, the Rai- 
* fers of War or Rebellion againſt him; it being no leſs than 
* the Pioperty of a Chriſtian, to be an Enemy to none, and 
* much leſito be ſo to the Emperor, who knowing him to be 
© Ordain dof God, mult therefore be obliged to Love, Reve- 
« rence and Honour him, aud even roYelire his Safety, with 
4 

c 
4 
4 
— 


that of the whole Empire, Nay, ſo far are we Chriſtians 


from Rebellion againſt, That we even reſpe# and Worſhip 
him ſo far as it is Lawful, for us, or expedient for bim, as 


one who is in the next place 10 God, and as above all others 


to us, when, as to us, only below Gol. bo 

And that all the foregoing Declaration might not be Con- 
ſtrued as Flattery, or the Effets of Fear, he adds, That it 
* would be a great miſtake, if Scapula (or any elle) ſhould take 
it to be Written, rather for the ſake and ſifety of the Chri- 
ſtians, Than from a Senſe of Duty : For we, ſaith hz, are 
even ready not only to enter the Liſts with all your Cruel- 
ties, but even to fly upon them; being more pleas'd (as for 
our own ſakes,) to be Condemn'd, than Quitied by you; 
and therefore we have ſeit this Book, not having any fear 
for our ſelves, but for you, and our Enemies; and again we 


ET 


* God, in perſecuting of us. All which, and more that Tertul- 
lian urges, as it is a Proof that Non- Reſilance was luppos'd to 
be a Duty in his Days; ſo have I inſiſted on his Teſtimony 
the more, not ouly becauſe it is a Kow'd by Grotius (one whom 
the Advocares for Refiſtance do often Quote as a Champion on 


their ſide) but be:auſe the Temper and Practice of Tertullian, 


was far from that of the Scycophant or Courtier ; However, 
That we may not depend only pon the Words aud Behaviour 


of Tertullian, I prScecd to other Teltimonies and Patterns of 


Subjection in the Primitive Times. And nere nos to inſiſt up- 


LD Paſſive Obedience, R 
paudent and impudent in Tertullian to have urged, had it been 

true or known to the contrary, that the Chriſtians did Re 
or take up Arms againſiPerſecuting Emperours; ſoduth it ſhew, - . 
that their ſubjection 0, did not proceed merely from want of 


* ſtjil Act with modelly and ſilence ; and tho' known, yet it 


do not terrify, becauſe e are afraid of you ; but becauſe we 
admogg/h you for your own lafery,tharyou do not tight azainſt *_ 


Solo Deo minorem, . 
1 B 2 on 
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on the Vords and Factice of the Tbebaan Legion at which 


ſome are fo much offended ; (tho? they are not only reeotded by 


Eucberius Biſnopof Lyons, in the 5th Century, but they are al- 
ſo allowed by Grot ius * and by the preſent Bi ſhop Fowler ** :) 
We have alſo this Doctrine and Practice ſet before us by 
St. Cyprian, and who allo aſſures Demetrianus, That however 
the Chriſtians bad Numbers more than enough for Reſiſtance 
yet when we are apprehended and ſuff-r the moiſt unjuſt 
* violence, we do not make any ſuch Reſiſtance, nor do we re- 
venge it |. | 

Bur to proceed; tho? great and cruel were the fer ſecution: of 
the Chriſtians by Diocleſian, and about whoſe time the Thehg- 
an Legion were laid to ſuffer by Maximian, (being Fetter'd 
the Doctrine of Non-Refiſtancez) ff Yea, tho' not only /4 
many were the Martyrs in his Days, that Biſhop Burnet af. 
firmeth the Number of them in one Province to+be no leſs 
than 800000 [|, but even, Euſebius like iſe tells us, That the 
Chriftians were then ſo many that they were ſcarcely to be num- 
ber'd * ; and upon the account of which the above nam'd Dio 
clefian was afraid to begin his Perſecution againſt them for a 
time : Yet ſtill we find, that notwithſtanding their great 
Numbers, as well as Suff:rings,tho' they had Learned to ſuffer, 
they had not been taught, nor had they Learned to Rebel and 
take up Arms againſt the Higher Powers, Again, that great 
were the Numbers, as well as Perſcutions of the Chriltiang 
when they practiced Non-ReliRance, tho' it may be proved 
from their Behaviour and Sufferings under Galerius and o- 
thers þ, yet it is remarkably Evident in the times of Julian 
the Apoſlate; who, as he gives this account of the Chriſti. 
ans, That they were Enemies to Sedition upon the account of 
their Religion, and to whom he return'd this Anſwer, that 
their Religion requir'd them to ſuffer, when they ſued to him 


for Mercy *; ſo it is plain, that however, they ſuffer'd and 


Rebelled not, yet did they not thus ſubmit purely for wang 
of force; when beſides, the other Chriſtians, even tile Ka- 
man Armies were chiefly Chriſtians : And hence we find, that 
however Julian was a Heathen in his Heart, even when he 
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- Heathens, yet was not this their Turning, either hearty or 


for, but not againſt him; yet was not this their Paſſive Obedi- | 


„ 


Paſi ve Obedience, &c. Ig 
was firſt made Caſar ; yet if he did not feign himſelf to 
4 Chriſtian during the Life of Conſtantine * at 
us d the Orthodow with kindneſs for a time; otherwiſe 
either his own Army ſhould Refuſe, him as Emperor: And 
tho? indeed it is not denied, but he afterwards turn d a bie- 
ter Enemy to Chriſt and his Religion; yet till it was alſo 
ſeen, that after all his &rts as well as Force (to pervert bis 
own Army) he cou'd not eff:& his Deſign ; but even of 
it continued Chriſtians, or (according to Grotivs) they 
were ſlill the greater part. And tho' it is not denied, that 
by one means or other, a great Number outwardly turn'd 


Jafiing; as appears from their Anſwer to Jovian, when he 
refus'd to command them, if Heathens, viz. That however, 
they had been deceiv'd by Julian, yer in their Hearts they 
were Chriſtians. | 
In ſhort, it is not only affirm'd that in his Days the Num- 
ber of thoſe who refus'd to Sacrifice was ſo great, that the 
Magiſtrates were unable to take it; and there were but fe 
comparatively who wou'd Sacrifice I, but we alſo find, that 
after Julian's Death, both-Fovrian and Falent inut were choſen 
to be Emperors, altho? Chriſtians; and that even by Julians 
Army: By allwhich it appears; that however, their Armies 

gainſt him were thoſe of Preyers and Tears only , nos did 
they attempt any others; and tho? they took up the Sword 


ence for want of a Right and Will to Reſiſt ; when, befides _ 

their great Numbers, they had alſo ſuck brave Commanders to fore, 

bead hem; but ſo it was that however, not only ſeuerai of 2 

their Commanders were turn'd out of their Poſts, but orhers 

of them were put to Death, viz. Fuventinus and Maximus . 

Yet it is no where ſaid, that becauſe thus Perſecuted, they 

up Arms againſt Julian, as ly ſo doing is to be meant of Le- | 

Vying War; or the uſe of the Sword ; for ſo I add, becauſe iS 

thoꝰ it is (aid of Fuventinus and Maximus,' That * _ 
Ber. 


= 


r 
for taking up Weapons againſt him; yet do theſe alſo 
What thoſe Weapang were, viz. notCarnal,bur Spiritual 
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we have no need of Darts and Arrows, and other boldily Ar- 
mour; but our Tongues, by which we are to confeſs Chriſt, are 
Sufficient Arms for us. But to proceed, aby what Sr, + Chry- 


 foftom has written upon Mar. 10. Chap. ver. 16. and upon 


my Text, we find how far he js flom allowing the Higher 
Powers to be Refiſted; fo is ho leſs than the Doctrine of 
St. Ambroſe, Quoted by Grotius ||, That he cou'd grieve, and 
mourn, and that his Tears were Arms to him; but otherwiſe 
he cou d not, be ought not to Reſiſt, and therefore tho? Valens 
cruelly oppreſs d the Orthodox in his time, yet would he 
_ therefore allow, that he ſhou'd be refited by Maximus his 

Orces * 

Nay, laſtly, Not to inſiſt upon what St. Cyril hes written 
upon thi: Subject &, we fiad the Doctrine ind Pi tie of Pal. 
five Obedience, to be no leſs than that of Sr. 19 
and which as it is urg'd to be his, even by Grotius himſelf ; 
ſo are his Words remarkable to this purpoſe, when he tell us 
of the City of Chriſt, that Tho” it could have ſet out ſuch 
Troops of great Nations againſt the impious Perſecutions, yet 
did it not fight for their Temporal Safery, but rat her that they 
might obtain Eternal, they ſuffer'd all without reſiſt 1nce ;, they 
were Bound, Impriſon'd, Beaten, Tortur'd, Burnt, Torn in 
pieces, Slain, and jet they multiplied : But, amidſt all his, 
t hey wou'd not fight, for their Temporal Safety, but even Con- 
temn'd it, in Reſpet to t eir Saviour f. 

And what ſhall I add more concerning the Practice of Paſ 
ſive Obedience by the Primitive Church, even when it had 
Power and Arms on its fide ? ſince not only Grotius {| himſelf 
declares it as a Reflection upon the Honour and Practice of the 
Primitive Chriſtians to affirm, that they practiced it only, be- 
cauſe they had not Force and Power to · Reſiſt; but fo much 
was it their Practice, that the preſent Biſnop Burner denys 
any Father, * or Aſſembly of Church-men to have raughr, 
maintain d, or juitify'd, any Rebellious Doctrines or Practi- 
* ces, til about a Thouſand Years after Chriſt ; but rather he 
affirmerh that the Doctrine of Reſiſting the Supreme Authori- 
ty, and eſpecially of depoſing and rebelling againſt it, as Law- 


ful ſo to do, was Originally Popiſh ; chiefly broach'd at firff 


in the 11th Century by Gregory the Seventh, and afterwards 


* 


—— 
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Mountague en Greg. JuveX. 123. ; 

4$ Cryſoſt. on juvent. & Maxim. Jovian, p. 110. 
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. Paſſrove Obedience, &c. 17 
eſlabliſh'd by the third Cauon of the Laterane Gouncil *: 
And now how this agrees with what has been deliver'd in a 
late Sermon, that even the Doctrine of Paſhve Obedience was 
hammer'd out of the pious Forge of the Church of Rome 7, 1 
leave Mr. Stoughton himſelf to confider. 13s B18 
Nor indeed is it any juſt Objection to prove the Doctrine 
and Practice of the abovenam'd Subject ion to be the leſs Pri- 
mit ĩve, becauſe under the Perſecution of Licinius there were 
leveral Biſhops, as well as Chriſtians, who invok'd the help of 
Conſtantine 2 their Relief, and by which they were deliver d, 
and alſo Licinius was defeated; if we conſidet that in appeal- 
ing to Conſtantine for help, they did not appeal to-0xe- who 
was not their Higher Power; but rather to one who was 
equally their Emperour with, and even Superiour to, Licinins ; 
who tho” a Colleague with, and Coadjutor to Conſtantine, was 
not only Subje# to him, but even hound by him notgo Perſe- 
cute the Chriſtiansz and therefore for the violation of Bi. 
Oath *, in this and other particulars, as one Subje#. to Con- 
ſtantine's Power, he was puniſb'd, and put to Dearth: And thus 
have Lat large ſhew'd that the Duty of Subjection (even 48 
by it is meant Paſſive Obedience or Non-Reſiſtance) to the 
Higher Powers is not only, agreeable to the Laws and Practice 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but to the Doctrine and Practice of 
the Primitive Church; and that when they were not but a 
few and defenceleſs People, but when they had Power and Foros 
to Reſiſt; and when as I proceed to ſhew in the next 
they were Perſecuted and Oppre ſid by the Higher Pow 
Contrary to the Laws of Men as well as God. 41 
Wheh tho'it is Cunfeſs'd that at the firſt planting of Chri- 
ſtianity in the Roman Ewpire the Profeſſors of it had no Laws 
to defend them, as Chriſtians: yet is it no lels to be proved, 
That tho' not as Chriſtians, yet as Subjects of it in common 
with others, they had various Laws to protect them; and 
tho for full Satisfaction in, this matter I might. Refer 
my Reader to the Treatfe;<all'd Chriſtiamty the Doctrine of 
the Creſs, and in which this is clearly proved by manifold In- 
ſtances ; yet ſufficient it is here to inſiſt only upon theſe 
Following. | | | 
And firſt, not to inſiſt upon the Proof of it by other Teſti- 
monies, That it was one of the Roman Laws, that no KKep 
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Men fbould be Scourged or puniſh d with Rods Uncondemw'd, 
may be inferr'd from the Words of St. Paul, 4d, 14. 37. 48. 
22. 25. and yet is it not plain, that however St. Pau! had 
once the benefir of this Law, that for the moſt part it w 
the common portion of the Chriſtians to be Beaten a 
d, even when not Legally Condemn'd? And thus, Ter- 
tcull ian tells Srapula; That tho the Legal Deſign of Tortur- 
ing Men by Scourges, was not to make Men deny after they 
had confeſsd the ſuppos d Crime ; (This being againſt Law, 
and the Defign of ſuch Scourging) but rather the Defign of 
it was to find out the Crime or Fact, according to that of 4#; 
22. 24 yea, tho it was only the Deſign of the Law by it, 
| (nocentes Confeſſos damnare, negantes autem ad Tormenta re- 
| Socare,) To Torture Men that they might Confeſs ; yet as he 
| alledgeth, ſo nuch were the Chriſtians Perſecuted, Contrary 
| to #his Law *, That they were not only Scourged and torturd 
3 For ehre themſelves, but for not denying themſelves to be 
| Adly. Another Law contrary to which the Chriſtians were 
Perſecuted, was this ; that as no Man ſhou'd be Condemned, 
but upon Tryal, ſo he ſhou'd have leave to ſpeak for himſelf ; 
and accordingly it was not only permitted to St. Pant by 4. 
grippaand Felix,That be might not ſpeak for himſelf f, But Fe- 
Bur tells the Few, that it was not the manner (or Cuſtom) 
of - the Romans to deliver 2 to dye, til be bave his A- 
ewſers Face to Face, and he have Liberty ts anſwer for himſelf, 
goncerning the Crimes laid ag ainſt hm; but yer tho! it is plain, 
that the Chriſtians (as Romans) had this Priviledge, and 
which was allowed to St. Paul ; yet there were many who 
cou'd not enjoy it; when tho' Charg'd indeed with other 
Crimes yet, as Tertullian ſhews, it was-enough to condemn 
thim unheard, if they did but bear the Name of Chriſtians, 
Yoa, this was enough to make them ſay, To the Lions with 
#he Chriftians. | 9892 1 
And what ſhall I add more? When tho' it was Law, 
that if any Man had wrong done to him, he might Implead 
thoſe ho did it by Law, and ſeek for Redreſs; yet were the 
Chriſtians ſo far from being allow'd thisPriviledge, That ra- 
ther others were Exconrag d in their Injuſtice and Cruelties to 
them ; and N the times of Nero, Severns, Gallie- 
2s, and Dioclefian; but eſpecially it is io be oblerv'd in the 
Reign of Julian, That however, there were ſeveral laws 
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Paſſoe Obedience, c. 19 
made in favour of the Chriſtians by Conffantine and Conſtan- 
tin;; yet after Juliun had Satt upon the Throne for ſome 
time, he wou'd not allow them to _ their Legal Privile-- 
ges; but rather they were moſt illegally Treated, if not by the 
expreſs Order, yet by the Connivence and Approbation of Fuli- 
an; and yer, (as I have ſhew'd) we do not find; that the , 
Chriſtians of that Age bec:uſe ſuch, did either take or allow , 
Offenſive or Defenſive Arms againſt him. | | 
And thus having proved that the Duty of Subject ion to the 
Higher Powers is not only a Chriſtian Duty, agreeable to the 
L awt and Pratice of Chriſt and his apoſtles, but to thoſe _ 
of the Primitive Chriſtians ; and that not only when they 
were Few and puniſh'd by the Laws of the Empire, but when 
they had Power to Refiſt, and when they were Perſeuted con- 
trary to Law ; having thus, I ſay, Treated upon the former 
rt of this 2d Head, I proceed now to the latter Part, and 
om it ti ſhew, that this — of Subjectiog is no leſs 2gree- 
able to tÞg particular Laws of this Realm, han to the Do- 
Erines of our Church. And firſt, how agreeable it is to the 
Doctrine of our Church, as it is to be proved from its Ca- 
nons and Articles, wherein it is aftirm'd, that The King's or 
Queen Mijeſty is the Supreme Governour of this Kingdom, 
and that their Power is the higbeſt under God; unto whom, by 
God's Law, the People 7 it, do owe moſt Loyalty and Obedi- 
, ence before, and above all ot her Powers and Fotentates , fo do 
we not only read in its Homilies, (and unto which all Church 
of England Miniſters, at theit Inſtitution into Livings are 
requir'd to &bſcribe) That Subjection is dae to the Higher 
Powers by the Laws of God; but therein alſo it is prohibited. 
to take up rms even againſt an Evil Prince ; as may be feen 
in its 2d Homily of Obedience , and in the Homilies againſt 
Nay, Laſtly, tho' I need not urge any other particular Man's 
Judgment in this matter, when the Doctrine of Non-Refiſt- 
ance hath been ſo well Stated and Defended by the late Arch- - 
biſhop Uſher ||, 2 is it not only obfervable, That there have 
been as many, if not more Sermons Printed upon this Subject, 
and in Defence of it by Church of England Miniſters (Men 
Famous for their Zeal againſt Popery, no leſs than for their 
reat Learning and Stations in our Church) Than have been 
ubliſh'd upon any ot her particular abies ; bur that we may 


not think this Doctrine peculiar only to the Church of Eng- 
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land Men intheſs latter Days, we alſo find it declar'd 28 a true 


Doctrine by many of the Nanconformifts to it; and here pox 
to dapend upon Arch-Bithop Brambals Charatter or Account 
concerning their Opinion in this Matter , it is no lefs alſo 


than the Declaration of the Commiſſioners at the Savoy in their 


Petition to King Charles the II. That tho? we are not to do, 
what they command if God forbids it, Yet if our Governours 


Command what God forbiddeth, me muſt patient tay = to 
= and every Soul muſt be Subje# to the ut er Power: 
7 


Conſcience ſabe, and notReſiſt | : And as the Doris of Non- 
Refift ance is a Church of England Doctrine, and ſuch that js 
allowed by man ano pane, ſo is it no leſs agretable to 
the particular Laws of this Kealm. And here not to inſiſt 
upon ſuch Laws which have been Repeal'd ſince the late Re- 
volutian, particularly that which enjoyn'd this Declar 8tion 


from Miniſters, that it is not Lawfwl npon any pretence what- 


ſoever, to take up Arms againſt the King, yet it is not ovly to 
be gbſerv's, that j 
or authorizerh 


takin Arma againſt the King or 's 
g up aga1 * 
Laws again it; and which Laws were no leſs made by the 
People themſelves, in their Repreſentative:,than they were wade 
Acts by Royal Authority, And here not to inſiſl upon ſuch 
former Acts which are ſhll in Force, That to Levy War a- 
gainſt the King or Queen of this Realm, or to be adherent to 
the King's Enemies, l, aiding them, in this Realm, or elſe where, 
is High- treaſon; * and which is aftirm'd without any Exce 
tion to it; I lay, not to infiſt apon ſuch former Acts, it is yet 
declar'd by an Act made in the 12th Year of King Charles II. 
Tf That by the undoubted and Fundamental Lawr of this King- 
dom, neither, the Peers of this Realm, nor the Commons nor 
both together in Parliament, nor the People Collett rely or Re- 
preſentatively, not any ot her Perſons whatſoever, ever had, have, 
hath, or ought to bave any Coercive Power over the Perſons of 
the Kings 3 this Realm, Nay further, fo far have even our 
own Laws Eſtablih'd the Dottiine of Non-Reliſtance, that 
by another dd made in the 13th Year of King Charles the II 


it is therein Leclar'd, that (however the Lords and Commons ] 


have a fbare in the making of Laws,yet) the ſole Government, 
Command aud Diſpoſition 7 the Militia, and of all Forces by 
Sea and Land, and of all Forts and Places of 5 U it, and 
2 Laws of England, ever wat, the undoubted Kig bt of his 

ajeſly and his Royal Predeceſſors, Kings and Queens of Eng- 


land; and that both or either of the Houſes of Parjiament, 


P 1 D. 1661. 7.4. 7 25. Ed. 3. Cap. A 14 Cap. 30. 
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Paſſrot Obedience, &c. ” 21 
cannot, nor ought to pretend 1» the ſame ;, nor can, nor Law 
fully may, raiſe or Levy any War Offenſive or Defenſive again | 
his Majeſty, his Heirs, or Lawful Succeſſars : And as it is t 
be obſerv d, that however, ſeveral other Acts were Repe ad 
yet theſe two laſt mention'd are not Repealed ; fo tho“ by an 
Act made in the firſt Year of King Villiam, and Queen Mary, 
it is aſſerted ; That the late King James did Abdicate the Go- 
wernment, and whereby the Throne hecame vacant ; and tho? 
by the Repreſentation therein made, it is declar'd to be the 
Right of the Subje#s to ſet iſion, and that the Subjets, which 
are Protet1nts, may have Arts for their Defence, ſuitable to 
their Conditions, and as allow'd 5» ! aw; yer is it not affirm'd, 
in the ſaid Statute, that it was allow'd, by any foregoing Law 
to take up Arms againft thoſe who continue to bs the Supr ime 
Powers, but rather, (beſides that the Deliveraucb teceiv'd from 
. Popery and Arbitrary Power, and the aſcortaining of their 
Rights, mention'd in the ſaid Declaration *, are aſcril'd to 
King William, as the Glorious Inſtrument of it) in the Act for 
preventing vexatious Suits, againit (ugh who acted in order to 
the bringing in their Majzſties, or for their Service, there is a- 
ſo a Declaration to this Effe:t, wiz. Thag whereas about the 
time of his Majeſties glorious Enterprize for delivering bi. 
Kingdom from Popery and Ar bitzavy Power, and in aid and pur- 
ſuance of the ſame, divtrs Lords, Gentlemen, and other good 
People well affected to their Country, did a# as Lieutenants, and 
Deputy-Lieutenants, Juſtices of the Nace, or other Officers, tho 
not (ufficiently Authoriz'd thereunto, and did apprebend and 
put in Cuſtody ſome Criminous and ſuſpe.ted Perions, and 
ſeize and uſe Horſes, Arms and other things, and enter'd into 


the Houſes and Poſſeſſions of ſeveral Pertons, and rter'd .. 


Soldiers and ot bers there ; in which Proceedings {ome ſus ce and 
and violence and defect of Form was unavoidable, which in 
time of Peace and cominon Safety would not have been War- 
rantable ; * and all ſince their Majeſlies happy Acceſton to the 
* Throne (by reaſon of the Wars and troubles tai- d and 05- 
* caſion'd by the Enemies of their Majeſliss and thes King ſom,) 


* divers like matters and things have been done, all waich 


* were neceſſary and allowable in regard of the exigency, of 
* publick Afﬀiirs, and ought to be juffifed ani the Parties 
* concern'd therein indemnified, Ec. Be it Enacted That ail 
* Proſecutions whatſoever and Judgments had thereupon, 
* (if any be,) for any of the Premiſſes, or avy matter or 
thing, adviſed, commande!!, appointed, or done in or- 


« der to the bringing their Majeſties to this Kingdom, o. 


* To which Demand of their Rights, they are farin rl 810k v 4 by ihe 


Declaration of Lis Highneſs the Prince if Orange, a: lei le OL means” 


1 4 fall Redreſi, and Remedy therm 
; C 2 6 for 


_ 


- 
- ** a” * 7 


35 * 
* "I 


* 
4 
7 , 
— 
. 

5 pn ; 
— 
# 
$$ 
1 

iz 
7 
6 * 
1 
i a, 
# | 
6 
3 


: mw 
* =; 
© » =. 


* TY 

2 4 DEFENCE / 
for their Service; or for the ſafety of the Government, 
are thereby #ifcharged and made Void. Furthermore, as by 
the Act of Ki; William aforemention'd, it is recogniz'd and 
declar'd in Parizament, ; That King ames the IL. having al- 
** dicated the Government, and their Mijeſties having accepted 
* the Crown and Royal Dienity, their ſaid Majeſties did be- 
come, were, and , and of right oughr to be, by the Laws 
* of this Realm, rheir Soveraign Leige Lord and Lady, and to 
6 whoſe Royal Perſons, the Titles, Regalities, Prerogativ es, 
* Powers, [uriſdiftions, &c. to the ſame belonging and p- 
© pertajving are moſt fully, rightfully and intirely Inveſted, In- 
* Corporated, United and Annexed; ſo is it likewiſe to be ob- 
* ſerved, tht however in the ſame Act ſeveral of the Peoples 
A Lihertie5 are declared and confirmed, yer is there not any Clauſe 
K ia the laid Act, which either expreſſeth or allows them any 
Liberty ro take up Arms againſt the ſaid King William or 
| Queen Mary, ot againſt their Succefſors in Sovereignty ; nor is 
| : there any Claude which Repeals the Statutes of King Charles 
| aforemention'd ; it is true indeed, that by the Act of King 
| William afotemention'd, it is made a Law, that no Papiſt, nor 
| 


one Harhing a Papilt mall be King or Queen of this Realm, 
but rather ſhall be excinde2, and for ever uncapable to Inherit, 
Poſſeſs, and Enioy the Crown and Government of this Realm, &c. 
or to have, uſe, exerciſe any Regal Power, Authority, or Ju- 
| riſdition within the ſame. — by the ſaid Act it is declar d, 
1 Tharthe Hole uf t heſe Realms ſhall be, and are thereby ab- 
1 ſolved from their Allegiance to ſuch Papiſts, or the Murer. 
| of Papiſts (whilit ſuch) as if they were naturally Deal: But | 
now as it is not pretended by baz who Quote this Statute | 
asa Virtual Repealing of the Statutes of King Charles II. | 
aforemention'd, that, they are Expreſly Repeald by it; ſo is 
4 this not only far from being aflerted therein, but fir from 
1 being a Conſequence, that becauſe no Papiſt by the ſaid Statute | 
Wo is to be the Sovereign of this Realm, or becaule there is no 
4 Subjection due to him (That is not or cannot be King whilſt 
4 ſich) therefore it is allow d to take up Arms, againit thoſe 
that are Lawful Kings and Queens of this Realm, and are not 
. either Papiſts or married to luch; but are Proteſtants and of 
if the Church of England. In ſhort, as it is no Superſeding of 
=, the Statutes of King Chalzz the LL afore mention o, nor a tak. 
1 ing away of that Prerogative which is given or declard to 
1 the Kings and Queen of this Realm by the ſaid Statiites, that 
4 there is a Law againſt the Inhèriting of the Crown by Pa- 
is piſts, and that ro/ſuch there is no Obligation for Subje- t 
4 ction (and conſequently not for any Paſſive Obedience) to 
* them, unleſt out Kings and Queens ſhou d be Papiſts ; fo tho 
| it is not due to Papiſts becauſe (whillt the ſail Act is in * $ 
| ö — k 1 285 they h 
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they are not the Higher Powers nor Lawful Succeſſors; yet 


till the Contents of them, are no leſs true concerning Queen 
Ann, than that the ſaid Acts of King Charles were true as to 
him, even by the Act of Settlement it (elf ; and which (as I 
have ſhewn) doth not deſtroy, but rather Confirms thePrerogative 
annexed to the Crown ; amongſt which (till Repeal'd) this by 
the Law is one, that no Perſons in this Realm have any Law. 
ful Power to raiſe, or make War Offenſſive or Defenſive, 2. 
gainſt the King s Majeſty, his Heirs or Lawful Succeſſors. Since 
therefore there is not any liberty ar allowance by our Laws, 
to take up Arms againſt the Kings or (Queens of this Realm, 
as, or whilſt, they are Soveraigns z but rather the Power of 
the Sword and Militia is in their hands, and that all Commiſfi- 
ont, to raiſe War, are from them; it follows, that had the ge. 


neral Laus of ' Scripture or Nature otherwiſe left us at Li- 


berty ; yet we are {till obliged by our own Laws not to 
take up Arms againſt them *; eſpecially fince by 
our own Laws and Conſent, we allow them to be Supreme and 
Soveraign, in theſe Realms. For laſtly, That which proves 
the agreeableneſs of the Subjection aforemention'd to the Laws 
of this Land, is the Supremacy and Sovereignty, which they 
receive thereby. And here not to mention all thoſe former 
Laws, which are yet Unrepeal'd,and in which their $veraignty 
and Supremacy, over all Perfons in this Land, are declared and 
recogniz'd , I add yet further, that however, the Lords and 
Conſmons are Shavers with our Kings and Queens in the Legi-. 
fature, and making of Laws, (and without whoſe aid, and 
conſent, there will want Taxes to ſupport the Sword) yet are 
they not ſo in the Soveraignty and Supremacy z- but rather 
both formerly, and ſince the Revolution, they confeſs and call 
themſelves moſt Loyal and Duriful Sul j ecti, even when afſem- 
Hed in Parliament, as appears by their frequient 4dJreſſer as 
well as Laws. « = | | | 
And now, if even from our own Laws and Conceſſions, the 


Kings and Queens of this Land are Supreme and Sover:ign, and 


all their People are their Subjects, it follows that being Sul jeſt to, 
they oe to their Soveraigns Subjection, and if they owe them 
Suh jection they heve not any Power to take up Arms againſt 
them, unleſs by any Contra# or Law, it has been given to ſuch 
Subjects to have the Liberty of fo doing, to which yet (as I have 
ſhewn) they have no Right. It is canfelsd indeed, That howe- 
ver, by the Laws of this Land, and from the Senſe of their So- 


veraignty over us, we ought to pay to the Higher Powers of 
this N tion, that SubjeFicn which is due to them, without tak- 


— 
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for ouy good ; yet on the other hand, ſince, there is no 

w or Contract which gives us the Liberty or Power to take 
up Arms againſt them (whilſt Soveraigns) and fince being 
our Soveraigns we are alſo their Subjects; it follows, that 
(whilit ſuch) we are not to take wp 4rms againſt them; and 
which to do is not only contrary to the Duty, but the Noti- 
e Subjetion; which denotes 2 being under anot ber; (he 
not Subje# to, but rather above, who has Power to call 
another to Account, or to puniſh him by the Sword :) And 
hence it is that tho” it be Eſſential to Supremacy, and Sove- 
raignty (in whatever State it is placed,) that it be above and 
not to be Nef by thoſe, who are Sub jeſt to it 1, yet it doth 
not follow that thoſe have an irreſiſtable, who want the Su- 
eme Power: Nay, if by the Laws or Conſtitution of any 
Government, its Kings are either accountable to their Sub- 
_ or to Perſons delegated by them ; or, if Nominally the 
Powers, they yet take it with Conditions and Com- 


pack of Reſiſlance in ſuch and ſuch Caſes, they are refiÞable, 


and that becauſe in ſuch Caſes they are not Soveraigns and Su- 
preme; having others above them therein, Thus the Empe- 
rours of Germany (being choſen by Election and) taking the 
2 Crown with certain Conditions, of being reſtrain'd 
and oppos'd, by the EleFors, according to the Laws of the 
Golden Bull 1, are allo ſaid to be in Jone Caſes Refiſtable ; 
And hence it was, that however Luther was, not for the 
taking up of Arms againſt the our Charles the Vth, 
as f oz him to be a Supreme and abſolute Soveraign ; 
nor would. he enter into the League of Smalcold at firſt ; yet 
being convinced by the German Lawyers, That the faid Em- 
.— was not * ſuch a Soveraign (but rather had taken the 


ernment with Conditions of being opposr'd, in Caſe he 


fhou'd a& againſt the Law, call'd the Golden Bull,) he not 


_— 
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* Rom, 13. 4. + Habet hoc omne imperium quo Unftverſa Civitas aliqua 
regitur ut fir Summun, viz. in ſui exercitio, à nullo homine tanquam Superio- 
re dependens, &c. ſicut Ejuſdem actus a nemine tanquam Superiore queant 
irriti reddi. Puffendorf de cive, Lib. 2 cap. 9. Summa autem illa dicitur (po- 


- reftas) cujus actus alterius juri non ſubſunt, ita ut alter ius voluntatis huma- 


na Arbitrio irriti poſſunt reddi ; Grot. de jure Belli, Lib 1. Cap. z-Sect. 7. 
 Apud Coldſtat Tom. 3 . 429: 
© Sleidan's Comment. Lib. 6. A. D. 1531. Lib. 17, A D. 1546. 
'+ Lex f.ndamentalis imperii Germanici, promulg. Norimberg, A. D. 1356 
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only approved of the ſaid League, and wrote a Book againſt 
og handates of Caſar; bur i was upon this Account, 
that he was teſiſled by the then Duke of S:xony : But now 
however ſo far as any Kings ate not Soveraign and Supreme, 
* ho ou 1 Fey + ana; xr and Allowances 8 

ance, 1 re n ſome Caſes; yer it is not ſo, 
9 — and Mate Subjects Laws, they are both 
declared and made Supreme, and where, by the ſame Laws 
their Subjects alſo are reſtrained from taking up Arms agaiaſt 
them; and eſpecially fince theſe Laws (tho' far from being 
made with any Deſign, either to enſlave the Parliaments that 
made them, or to make their own or other Mens Lives a Prey 


to the Luſi; and Defigns of evil Princes, oven by the Conceſ- 


fon of ſome that are vfended at them) yet not only in the Let- 
ter, but in the Deſen and Equity of them, were Enacted to 
Subjects from raifing ſuch War and Rebellion againſt 
their Soveraigns in this Realm, as thoſe were by the ed of 
which it had ſo lately ard remarkably ſuffered, 4s 
And now when the Doctrine of Subjection (as by it is meant 
Paſſive· Obedience or Non-Refiſtance) is nt only a Chriftian 
Duty, confirmed by the Practice of the Primitive Church (and 
that long before ) bur alſo is agreeable to our laws, 
eſpecially thoſe, 5 tha Reformation, it may be reaſonably 
expected, that all thoſe (Divines eſpecially) who of late da 


condemn it as impious, and contrary to the fundamental Law 


of this Land, would either ſhew clearer Proofs againſt it, 
from the Laws of Chriſt, than have been ſo often urged for it; 
or elſs that they would ſhew us ſome of thoſe 42s of 


lia- 
ment which forbil it; or which prove the taking up Arms 
againſt the Soveraigns of this Realm to be lawful; if they 


cannot produce any Laws of Chriſt or this Realm, which re- 
5 — or allow them to rebel, or take np Arms againſt the 
ings and Queens of this Realm, they ought not only in Du- 
ty and Gratitude, to our Orac ious Sↄveraign, and in Reſpe# 
to our own { aws,. but (I had almoſt added) in Reſpect to the 
Doctrine of Haſtve- Obedience, to be more ſparing in their 
Cenſures of it; and that however they have other ptions 
to it, and fly to the Laws of Nature and Self. Defence (as 
ſeparate from reveal d Laws) they would yet have more Mo 
iy than to condemn it, as wnchriſtian, and contrary to the 
aws of this Land, becauſe of forme worlil Inconveniencies by 
it; and which 2s they ate not a ſufficient Reaſon to cancel ity 
ality and Obligation, ſo doth the Conſideration and the 
an{wering of the laid and 0:her Objettions, lead me to treat 
upon the next general Head, viz, not only to en- 
quite into, but allo to ſhew the Invalidity of, the 34. Head. 
chiefeſt Pleas and Objections. againſi the Duty of 
Subjection. | And 
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Obj. 1. . And Firft, One great and common Objection 
, . Which is urged by ſome againſt, is the pre umed 
evil Conſequences of it: When among other its evil LF:&s 
| ſay they, this is one, That if it be not a Doctrine deſtrudtivs 
in it ſelf to their Liberty and Properties, their Liv s and 
Religion, yet it not only tempreth the Higher Powers (if 
wicked and tyratnical) to act illegally ; but, if followed, it 
leaveth Subjects as a Prey, and defenceleſs; it being the ſame 
in the Event, with their being without Laws for the Secu- 
rity of Liberties and Properties, their Lives and Religion, if 
ve pr ran the [aid Laws, they are without the 14 
t d 


of defending them by Force of Arms, and to reſiſt the ſai 
Higher Powers, when they illegally oppreſs them. 
This, as it is a ſhort Summ or Epitome of their Various Diſ- 


courſes concerning the ill Conſequence of Paſſive Obedience, ſo 


in Anſwer to it I now affirm. 
Firſt, That however in the ſame way Acel- 
| 4inſe 1. meſs, Patience, and Piety do tend to make Men 
Preys to others, or in the ſame Senſe that the 
wicked become worſe by God's Mercy f, and long Suffzring ; 
in the ſame alſo, coth the Doctrine or Practice of Paſſive. Obe- 
dience tend io make the Higher Powers to 44 Illegally, 
and ro be more Arbitrary and Cruel, viz. by an 1 
Hu ſe 3 yet is not this therefore Reaſonable or juiti- 
fiable, but rather ſugh Higher Powers are the more incæcuſa- 
Ble, and obnoxious to Divine Vengeance. 

Bur 2dly, Whereas it may be ſaid, that their being the more 
inexcuſable and obnoxious to Divine Vengeance, is no Relie 
or C:ſſation to the Evils of their _— whilſt ſufſer'd by 
them, I proceed to ſhew that this rine of Subjection 
(call'd Paſſive Obedience) doth not neceſſarily render Men de- 
fenceleſs, if we conſider the help which Subjects have aga inſt 
ſuch evil Treatment, both from themſelves and bers: It is 


confels'd, that if it be God's Will and Purpoſe, either to try os 


puniſh ſuch Subjects by illegal Oppreſſious, and he has appornt- 
ed that they ſhall ſuffer to chis end; in vain is their own, or 
the help of others to prevent; nor can they any more avoid 
them by Reſiſtance, than by Paſwe Obedieuce. 


But now however when it is God's Will that Fudgments are 


to begin at bis Houſe ||, and that Di Diſciples Hall have Tri- 
bulation here, the laid Vill muſt be perform'd by or upon us, 
whethur we ſubmit to or Reſiſt theſe, who are the Inſtruments 
of it; yer ſince ſuch Subjects cannot ordinarily know, but it 
may be his Will only to threaten, and not to init, or it map 
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be alſo his Will, rather to remove and prevent, than ſuff.r tha 


Continuance of ſuch illegal Oppreſſions; hence it is that they 
ought not to make themſelves more defenceleſs, than God has 
made them, by their own Neglects; but rather they ought to 
uſe that Help which God and his Laws have propos'd ro them; 
both from themſelves and others; and which they” allo may 


have without any Contradiction to the rine and Practice of 


Paſſive Obedience, as I proceed to prove ; And here tho'I do 
not infiſt upon that Temporary Reſtraint to their illegal Proceed- 
ings, which the High-r Powers may meet with, both from the 
Fear of their Subjects Number and Force *, and alſo their Doubts + 


and Uncertainties, whether theſe will always Act according to 


their Duty and Principles in this, as well as other Inſtances, when 
tempted io the contrary ; (and eſpecially fince it is ſeen as well 
as ſaid, That Oppreſſion makes wiſe Men mad 1, and to 
attempt thoſe things which otherwiſe they wou'd -not do 
or allow, ) yet certainly as this is a Caution, why the 
Higher Powers ſhou'd be the leſs Preſumptuous in, and the 
leſs certain of oppreſſing their Subjects, without the Danger 
of Reſiſtance, becauſe there is ſuch a Duty as Paſſive Obe- 


dience; (except they were ſure that Men will always keep 


to under-Provocations to Act againſt it;) ſo whether the Re- 
ſtraint aforemention'd be an argument or nor, why Subjects 
are not wholly defenceleſs (ag to their own Power,) becauſe 
Paſſive Obedience is their Duty and Principle; yet are there 
ſeveral Inſtances of their Power to defend themſelves, conſiſt- 
ent with this Duty of Subject ion aforemention' d: When tho? 
(as I have ſhew'd) they have not a Legal Power to defend 
themſelves by Force cf Arms, or by Levying War againſt their 
Higher Powers; yet they have not only « Legal and Goſpel- 
Power to make Petitions ||, Apologies, and Pleas, for their 
Rights and Liberties, as well as Innocence ; but to impeach 
and puniſb the Evil Miniſters of ſuch Powers; whilit their 
Courts are impartial and open. And by which tho' it is not 
affirm'd that a Stop will therefore, neceſſarily be put to all 
their illegal Proceedings; ſince Hiſtory and Experience have 
atteſted the contrary; yer, beſides, the Advantage of ſuch Apo- 
logies and Pleas to St. Paul in particular, and the Relpite 
gain'd thereby from the Perſecurions of Chriltians in the Days 
of Tertullian; it js not only a Check to the joyning of any 
Subjects with them in their Arbitrary and violent Proceedings, 
that the Lives and Reigns, if not the Tempers, of ſuch Higher 
Powers may be Hort and uncertain ; and after which the laid 
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1155 Miniſters, may be call'd to a ſevere Account for what 
they have done here; Lut even the Higher Powers themſelves, 
have alſo a n to go in their evil Ways; when whe- 
ther their Subjects be defenceleſs os nor, as to their own Pow- 
er, yer may they be reſcued and preſerved (as I proceed to 
ſhew) by r bat of other Men, as well as God's: And here not 
ta ſhew by former, and ancient Inſtances, how it has been the 
Practice of the . — er. Powers in one State and Government *, 
to tile up in cefence 0 Sul jecta of another, when illegal- 
ly Oppreſs'd and perſecuted; or at leaſt, io procure a De- 
liverance to ſuch Subjects, at the ſame time they go to War 
ith their Higher Powers upon other Cauſes t; is it not plain 
hr we have a late Inſtance, of a Deliverance by it to our 
ſelves, by the coming and Help of a Forreign and Independant 
rince to this end? And which however, tome have formerly 
doubted, whether. it was juſtifiable according to the Laws of 
Nation; yet belides the End and Delign of it for the ſecuring 
of his Contart's, her preſent Majelty's, and his own Title, to 
the Crown againſt the Pretender, and for reſtoring. the. Laws 
and Liberties of England ||, has not only proouc'd us a Reprieue 


and the beginning, at leait of 4 compleat Deliverance, from 
that Ruin ** which we otherwiſe deſerved for our Sins 5 but 


is alſo the matter of our Thankfgivings to God, who was no. 
more to be hiader'd from ſaving us by one Forreign Prince, 
n he is from puniſbing us by another, (the ove being 
od Inſtrument io ſave, as the other has been God's Rod to 
Scourge, us) by theit reſpetive Actions and Endeavours. And 
nes it is that however, we do not alcribe the Honour and 
lory of the faid Deliverance to that which was done 


by 
ome of the Subjects in this Kingdom, either in the 4d of 


Settlement, nor yet in the added Prayers yearly us'd upon the 


5th of November; yet both in zbem and in a particular Pray- 
er formerly, us'd, we have aſcribid it to the late King #iliam 


as (under God) the glorious Inſlrument of it. 5 
But to proceed: Suppoling that Subjects have neither any 


Help by their own Power, ner by that of other Men, yer doth - 


it not follow, that they are made defenceleſs by. th: afore- 
mention'd Subjection, if we conſider the Hopes they Have of 
Defence and Salvation from Gd; whill tbey thus continue in 
that SubjeAion to the Higher Powers, which he requires at 
their Hands. It is confels'd (as I have already ſhew'd) that 
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to do further Miſchief ; (an Inſtance of which we have in a 
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5 Em and [o lont, as it is God's Mil, they ſhou d be try'd 
N babe legal Oppreſſions of the Higher Powers, thy 

are then defenceleſs, as to Succeſs, tho? they ſhou'd have t 

own and other Mens Help to that End; nay, tho“ it is God's 
Will to deliver and ſettle them, after they haveſuffer'd a while &, 
yet they muſt ſtay and wait God's time, to that End, with 


- Patience as well as Hope, and with the Uſe only of:L awful 


Means to that End: (For otherwiſe as they may be ſaid. ra- 
ther to ſeek to and wait —_ Sin, than upon God for Help; 
fo do they encreaſe their Dangers, if not here, yet hereafter, 
and, without Repentance, do make their Miſery to be Eternal 
in the next World.) . | os, * 
But now however, neither Subjects not any other Perſons 
muſt expect Salvation from their Fears and. Suferings by way 
of Frvouy, till either their Paith and Patience are Tryed, or 
till they are amended by them, and they are made more hum- 
ble and di vout, more Heavenly and Holy, yet when they keep 
to and Learn their Duty by them, they will not miſs of De- 
liverance, at firſt or laſt, either here or bereafter : And tho? 
dare not affirm it, for an undoubred and conſtant Rule, that 
either the SubjeFs of the ſame r have their Delive- 
rance, or that Tyrant have their Puniſhment always Bere, 
but rather many of the fr/t. die, and the /aft may il I ius 


Neighbouring Prince, who for many Years has been a Plague 

Eureph no leſs than to his own Proteſtant Subjects, and 
how long he may ſtill Live we know not) yet it is not only fre- 
quently ſeen, That as they have done 7, fo God even requi- 
reth in this World, at leaſt, That he revengeth the Blood, 
of the Saints in their Sons Days || : Bur is it long ſince aſſign d as 
a Reaſon by David, why he had no Need as well as Right to kill 
Saul, becauſe (tho not to be touch'd by him being the Lord's Q 
Anointed, yet) either the Lord would ſmite him, or bis Day hill 
come to die. or he ſhall deſcend into the Battle and periſh *; aud 
which laſt Event was his End, if not his Puniſhmenz here. 
Furthermore, tho* I might inſtance in the Example of a late 
Prince, who was nipp'd in the Bud (as Ianay (ay) of his il- 
legal Proceedings, and who brought the 2 of God up- 
on himſelf, and tho' I might ſpeak of the Reaſons we have to 
hope, that anothet Higher Power may be humbled, (for his 
Cruelties, and the Bleod he has caus'd to be ſhed by Var and 
other Ways,) before he dieth x yet waving theſe, ler us cons 
Lder God's dealing with the Perſecut ing and Oppreſſing Em- 
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perors of Rome in the Primitive Times, and we ſhall find, that 


they ſeldom went off the Throne or this World, but with God's 
Vengeance upon them. Thus not only Nero, Domitian, and 
Commodus, died violent Deaths ; but Valerian and Aurelian, 
may, even Diocliſian, Maximin, and Licinius with others, were 
alſo Monuments of his Vengeance; either in their violent 
Deathz, or in the Miſery of their Lives. In ſnort, not to in- 
ſtance in any more. however Julian himſelf was both a Per. 
ſecutor and a Scoffer *, of Chriſt in his Subjects, yet he con- 
feſſerh at laſt, That the Galilean was too hard for, and had 
overcame him, in the Death he ſuffer'd, 

' From which and more Examples it may appear, That how- 
ever, either for the Tryal or Puniſſiment of Sul jects, God ſuf- 
fers them to be ill Treated by Tyrants for a time, yea, to be 
minſ'd and brought low through Oppreſion; yet are they not 


. defenceleſs, becauſe they continue in their Subjection; but 


Father as the Days and Powers of their Perſecutors are num- 
bred with God; and beyond which they cannot exceed, ſo 
2 theſs may ſeem to be the more preſumptu us in their 
llegalities, the leſs they are reſiſted by their People, yet time 
will come, when they will meet with a God, who will reſiſt 
them, (tho' their People do not ;) and will allo overcome, by 
nverting or confounding them: A God, Tlay, who is not on- 
y a better Defender of his Servants Rights and Liberties a- 
gaiuſt the Higher Powers, chan they can pretend to be ſo for 
themſelves; bur it is he by whom they muſt be deliver'd, or 
not at all; for Salvation is of the lord F, and which, if we 
expect it, muſt be by doing our Duty, and not by acting a- 
ainſt it g. F 
: 225 K. have I at large ſhew'd, that however it is pretend- 
ed, yet are not Subjects therefore defenceleſs, becauſe they 
continue in Subjeftion to the Higher Powers, even under thei 
illegal Oppreſſion ; and that becauſe as St. Paul declares, 
tho they are perſecuted, yet they are not forſaken ; caſt down, 
but not deſtroy d *; but rather beſides their own Power (con- 
ſiſtent with their Subjection) to prevent or remove ſuch Evils, 
they have allo the help of others, if not of other Men, yet 
of God (at his time and in his way) if they are fitted for 
Salvation, and without which in vain Fog: Bo expect, tho 
they fight and take up Arms to procurg it. But, E 
Adly, Suppoſing that the evil Conſequences of Subjection 
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according to the Objection were Certain; yet doth it not ei- 
ther follow from Duty or Prudence, that Men are to negleF, 
much leſs that they are to ridicule and condemn it as a Sin: 
When if it be a Duty lay'd upon us by the Laws of God and 
Men (and that amongſt other Reaſons to prevent the worſe 

« £f:#: and Guilt of Rebellion,) They are not worldly Incon. 
veniences which attend, that can exempt us from it, any more 
than Chriſtians may caſt off their Chriſtianity, becauſe of tha 
Troubles and Perlecutions occafion'd by it; but rather as here. 
by is the Tryal of their Obedience, and of their Love to 
and their Duty, that they will adhere to, tho? they ſuffer for 
them in this World; ſo however Men may Sin with a good 
deſign, viz. to prevent worldly Evils both to themſelves and 
others; yet if we believe St. Paul, they are not to do Evil tba 
good may come, nor yet to Sn that grace may abound *. And 
conſequently unleſs the acting againſt the aforemention'd Sub- 
jection wasallow'd and Lawful, it is no Juſtification for act- 
ing againſt, becauſe Men may ſuffer by it. 

And as it doth not agree with Duty, that, if the Sabjecti- 
os aforementionꝰd be ſuch, Men may yet omit or Act againſt, - 
to avoid any ill Conſequences by it, as to worldly Dangers : So 
neither doth it agree with Prudence upon theſe two following 
Reaſons, 12 3 

Firſt, Becauſe however it is Objected, that by the Practice 
of this Subjection, Men may not only endanger the loſs of 
their Civil Rights, but alſo of the true Religion, yet is the 
contrary cf this Aſſertion true, both as to its Practice and 
chiefeſt Red.. | 

2dly, That however the evil Conſequences of this Subjeetion 

be great, as to worldly Nangers, yet the evil Conſe- 
quenoes of acting againſt it are, at leaſt) equally great, if not 
more pernicious; And. firſt, becaule howe ver it is objected that 
by the Practice of this Subjedtiun, Men may not only endan- 
ger the loſs of Their civil Rights, bur alſo of the true Reli- 
gion, yet is the contrary of this Objection true, both as to 
its Practice and chiefeſt Rewards: And tho? I might ſay the 
leſs in Proof of this Re ſon, did Men conſider what has al- 
ready been written to this End, in a late Treatiſe ; yet ſince, 
becauſe I have propos'd,it may be expected I ſhou'd alſo prove 
this Reaſon, I proceed to ſhew, that however the external E- 
ftabliſhment of the true Religion as a Legal Right, that 
however not only the peacsable Profeſſion, but the external 
Grandeur and Exerciſe of its Worfhip in publick Churches 
may be hinder'd by che illegal Proceedings of the Higher Pow- 
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ers for a time, and which laſt they may preſume the more up- 
on, becauſe not Refiſted by Force of Arms; yet doth it not 
cheref ve follow, that Religion as to it ſelf is loft, but ra- 
her this va fAouriſh and be practiſed the more, by Sub jecti- 
as well! as Perſecution. 
And for the Proof of this, we need only to conſider the 
State and Religion, as well as Sufferings and Non Keſiſtanee, 
of the Apoſtolical Age; and by which we may not only find 
that Men may be Perſecuted and yet keep their Religion, both 
by doing and Sufſering well, wichout taking up Arms to de- 
fend it, againſt the Higher Powess, but it is no leſs ſeen, that 
kowever there were ſuch various Perſecutions, and ſuch iHe- 
gal Treatments of the Chriſtians for ſeveral Ages, yet did 
not theſe deſtroy but rather adorned and encreas d them; And 
what ſhall I need to add moca? When if I may not (ay that 
never was the State of the Church more pure, never did Men 
thew more Love to the Goſpel, nevet did they receive tile Lord's 
Supper oftner, and never were there ſuch Numbers of Con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, and with leu proſpect f ſecular and 
Temporal advantages by it, than in the frft Ages of the G. 
ge State; when Men dared to die, tho' not to Rebel, when 
ed; yet this I dare be bold to ſay, that when Chri- 
ſtians are illegally Oppreſs'd by thoſe to whom they are Sub- 
ct, they have not only then the Tryat of their Courage in 
Suffering, but they have alſo a particular Call and way in 
Mew ing their Faith, and Patience, their Self-denyal and bear - 
in the Croſs; and which (if we believe Chritt) are Goſpel 
Duties: In ſhort, as it ſhews the Glory and Purity of the Chri- 
flian Religion, when its Profeſlors can Practice its Rules, un- 
der Temptations to the contrary; lo however they may loſs 
(as to the World) by their Perſecutions and Subjectien, yer 
do not Chriſtians therefore loſe the Rewards any more than 
they loſs the vad ice of Religion; hen if I may not affirm, 
that the Rewards of Confeſſors and Marty rs, Are greater than 
thoſe of other Chtiſt ians, 5 it is not only a greater ſatisfa- 
ction to a Man's own Mind (if he muſt certainly die) rather 
to die as a Martyr at Stake, than as a Nebel in the Field; (bes 
cauſe more acceptable to God, ) bur befides the Teſtimony of 
Sr. Peter *, That if a Man for Conſcience towards God enduro 
grief, Suffering wrongfully, this is acceptable with God and 
Thankworthy ; it is alſo the Declaration of Chriſt, That 
Bleſſed are they who are Perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake ; for 
great is their — in Heaven ; and again faith, St. Peter, 
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F ye be reproach'd for the name of Chriſt, happy art 
the Spirit 2 — gle of God Reſteth u — - 32 
part he is Evil ſpoken of, but on your part be is glorified ; But 
let none of you ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a Thief, or "us nm 
evil Daer, or az a buſy body in other Mens matters (and is it 
not being buſy in other Mens matters, when we even take 
the Sword againſt thoſe whoſe Office it is to bear it, by the Laws 
of God and Man?) Vet if any Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let bim 
not be aſham'd, but let him glorifie God on his bebalf. Eſpe- 
_ cially when as I proceed to ſhew, 
24ly, That however the evil Conſequence of the Subjecti- 
on to the Higher Powers, aforemention'd ſhould be great as to 
worldly Dangers ; yer the evil Conſequenceyof acting againft 
it are, equally great, if not more pernicious ; at leaſt ir is mors 
than Men know, if they are not fo jn the laſt Scone and Event 
of Affairs. | | 
And well may I affirm this as to its Event and Reward in 
the next World, when however it ſometimes happeneth in 
tbis Life, that unlawful Undertakings do procure a temporary 
Deliverance from the fear'd Conſequences of Subject ion and 
Nan- Refiſtance (and which they do not always Effet, bur 
rather ſome Rebellions do End in the Ruitf of :boſe who raiſe 
them.) Yer ſtill they cannot prevent their puniſhments in the 
next World; and which, as without Repentance are no lefs 
than Damnation, ſo are they more pernicious amongſt other 
Reaſons, becauſe moſt Laſting in their Events; and if this be 
true, what doth it profit a Man, if be gain the whole World 
and loſe his on $0ul? Or how is that to be-call'd a Delive- 
rance from Danger, which Reprieves Men from Temporal, but 
expoſes them to tbat which is Eternal. | 
And what ſhall I need to add more, as to this ill conſequence 
of Reſiſting the the Higher. Powers? When however, That 
may not be Reſiſting (in the Senſe of the Apoſtle,) which 
ſome condemn as ſuch; yet*is enough to make Men dread the 
Practice as well as Conſequence of it, by raiſing Arms, Wars, 
and ſuch like Diſturbances againſt the Higher Powers whilſt 
Supreme: If they wou'd conlider theſe two things. Firſt, 
That however there are plain ditections, Put up thy Smord to 
St. Peter (tho' drawn in defence of Chriſt) Let every Soul bs 
Subject to the Higher Powers: Submit your ſelves to every Ordi- 
wance for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as Supreme, 
That when they perſecute you in one City, flee unto another. 
That tho” there are alſo t hefe plain Declarations in the Law, 
that to Levy Var againſt the Kings or Queens of this Land is 
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Bigh Treaſon, that no Perſon: ſingly or Collect ively have a lun 
er to make War, either Offenſive or Defenſive againſt them; yet 


on theother hand, there are no Directions or Allowances either 


in the ſaid lam of the Goſpel, or the Land, which ſay that 
Ye either may or ought to take up Arms againſt them, if they 
illegally Oppreſs and Perſecuteyou ; | 

Again, It wou'd be a Check ro Refiſtance, if Men would 
alſo conſider that however it is plainly ſaid; They who Reſiſt 
them, ſball receive to themſelves Damnation, and that Death 
is the legal Puniſhment for raking up Arm againſt them; yet 
is it not either ſaid by the Laws of God or the Land that Sub- 
jects ſhall receive Damnation, if they ſubmit to, without rak- 
ing upArmsagainſt them; againſt ſuch, as yet there is no Law *. 
But 2dly, Suppoſing that the ill Conſequence of Subjection 
aforemention'd ſhould be great as to Worldly Dangers, yet 
may the ill Conſequences of acting againſt it too be equally 
2 if not more pernicious even as to this World; and that 

th to the Higher Powers, and alſo to the Subjects; and 
though the Truth of this may not be doubted in re- 
ſpect of the one, even by thoſe who yet doubt it in reſpect 
of the others (I mean the Subjects) yet is it not only ſeen 
that the Eff-cts of Non · Reſiſtance, are leſs dangerous and per- 
nic ious to Higher Powers, than are thoſe of Reſiſtance, when 
oy theſe they are ſo oft unealy and unſafe in their Govern- 

ts; yea, may loſe both their Lives and their Crowns ; but 
Ir alſo gives us Inſtances if not Realons, ThatztheE- 
vils of Reſſtance are no leſs pernicious to the Subjects ; E,- 
pecially where the Reſiſtance is of a long continuance. 

And here not to Enumerate or particular ize in the ſeveral 
Evils which attended, and follow'd the Rebellion or (as ſome 
call them) the late civil Vari, as well as Danger in which we. 
have been ſince involv'd, if I may not lay, that there was 
more Blood ſpilt, and greater deſtruction of Liberty and Property 
by tt em, than was by the unreſiſed Tyranny of any; or al the 
Higher Powers, from the Conqueſt to that time ; yet have we 
2 remarkable Inſtance of the ill Efe#s of Rebellion in the 
Children of Iſrael, when they Rebell'd againſt the Houſe of 
David: And whole Example and Practice, tho' urg'd by ſome, 
4 a Fuſt fication, is yet far from being any Example or Rule, 
That Rebellion is either Lawful or ſafe, or leſs pernicious in 


its Efe#s, Than is Subjection or Non-Retiilance ;; and that be- 


cauſe as ir doth not appear from any / aw or Ke velat ion, that 
there is either the like expreſs and divine Prediction for the 


Tranſlation of Kingdoms in this Age, from the preſent to ot ber 


Gaz. Ch. 5. per. 23. | | 1 
1 7. 23. | 5 Wal 


Higher Powers, or the like expreſs Probihition for the R. 
 &#ion of their Subjects co their due Obedience again, as W re = 


pe . 


plain; that theſe Sins follom'd it, and were the defign'd Cons: 


Jjam*, and by which there were {lain atonetime'5sno000 Men 


* * # 7 "mn * 3 -- 
Paſſus Obedience, Ac. $0008 
9 + {7 7 | 2 


iven concerning the Revo [rand Rebellion of Iſrael, the” _ 
Houſe of Judah and David ; ſo is it likewiſe to be re © 4 
ed, That however God was thus pleas'd to foretel andappoinr} 74 
the Puniſament of Sloman Sins, by this their Reuss and | Þ} 
Rebellion ; yet were they not only unjuitifiable in the Ine: 4 
liter, as Alam tells them f, and are wen call Rebelion:gp, 
bur — * alſo theſe by which toe changed beit former 
Whips mto Scorpions , and became mofe miſerable, if nor. . 
wicked than For, not to-fay, That a National Idolatry 
and the depan "by th God, and the true Vorſbip at the Tem- 


ple was caus'd by this their Rebellion ff, vet is it not only 


trivances of Je /oboam to ſupport it 4, but they had little r 
no peace after their Rebellion; when beſide: the Wars letwiæt 
Ja Beg and Re boboam all their Days, aud with his Sn bi. 

* 


of Iſrrel 1, it is alſo recorded, that ever they had EN. 

i Reign over them, before they were led into Cap | | 

tivity, yet as they ſcarcely: had one good King amongſt them | 

all, lo Nine of them died violent Deaths, not to mention Fe 
? 4 'T 


roboam, whom the Lord bimſelf robe l. 


Changes of ' thoſe 
_ Diviſions and Civil-Wars, by Rebellions and Treaſon: ? 


, Laſſive Obedience; well may Ladd that it is move, than Subjects 


»*. 


pos d orherwie bur that under the variew. WK 
n [ 


And can it be { 
K 3 great were the Miſeries of Iſrael, by 


I 


In ſhore, if I may not ſay that Nebel lions and Changes of 
their Princes ® were their Puniſhments as well as Sins, yet it is 
plain, That after they had left the Houſe of the Lord and of 
David, it happen'd unto them, that from being a Aebellious 
they came at laſt to be no Kingdom : And now lince from the 
Inſtances aforemention'd, we ſce that the evil Effects of A- 
ſiſtance may be equally if not more pernicious than are t bo ſe ot 


can foreſee and ſay, That they ſhall not come to pgſs; eſpeci- 
ally When we conficer, that however the miſchiefs which are 
done by it in open Vars and Fights may ſometimes be but bert, 
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- ® x Kings 11. 12. 31. 33-35. 37. 1 Kings 12, 16. | | 
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36  A-DEFENCE y 
becauſe of the Victor of oxe fide over the mg. may 
the other ill Conſeqnents of it be great and Lafting, which up- 
on this account may proceed both from the Higher Powers, 
and alſo the &bje#s ; when, if I may not ſay, there is great 
_ Realon ro 1 that the Higher Powers (who are Refiſted 
by their Subjects) will be the amore Lag d and Cruai agai nſt 
thoſe who reſiſt them ; and whom they ſuhdue by ſerce of 
Arms; and by which it may came to pals that Powers 
may be more Arbitrary, and deſtroy more Subjects by thou 
ſand: for their Rebellion; than otherwiſe they wou'd have de- 
ſtroy'd bundredsduring their Suhjection; yet may the, 3/1 Con- 
ſequents of their Refyitance be great, even' where Succeſsful 
by the Subjects; hen they may not only hereby add 10 all 
its ill s, the Change of tbe national Conſtitution, 
bur alſo may become, Tyrants and Perſecutors themielves, by 
doing the ſame, if not worſe. things than thoſe which were 


. - the occahionof their taking up Arms. 


And now if where the fighting part, or Acts of Reſiſtance 
may be only Hort) the il] of it may yet be great and 
laſting (be the Victory either on the bubjed or the Rulers 
kde) how much more pernicious may Le ſo, when the 
Event of the Reſiſtance is not determin'd for ſeveral Years? 
When nor only millon of Lives as well as Money, may 'be 
dieſtroy d and neither ſides can ſay that What they have i- 
#heir own, but even the Ghildren may riſe againſt t hair Parents 
and put them to Death *, and the Parents may do the like to 
#beir Children: In ſnott, whoſcever conſiders the bitern e of 
Wur in general, or the danger of a long Rebellion in parti- 
eular, (and of which he may ſee an Account in the 3d Ho- 
mily — Rebellion) will find, that Refftance is not the 
97 edioine or Remedy to heal aud remove the Maladies 

a Kingdom; but rather is ſuch, That may it ſelf become 
the molt dangerous Diſeaſe to the Community f, if not to par- 
ticulars. And that theſe Effects. of it are not the malanc holy 
Repreſentations of a troubled Fancy, (to uſe Biſhop Burner 
Words) a lietle ion on what ſomq (yet alive) have ſeen 
and known, will eaſily make out to coufidering Minds. and 
thus have [ at large ſhew'd that however, one great Objection 
againſt the Subjection which is due to the Higher Powers (eſ- 
pecially under illegal Oppreſſions and Perſecutions) be the 
preſum d Evil Conſequences of it, yet is not the force of this 
Objection fufticieur to diſprove the obligation of it as a Duty 
upon us; and which Conſquences of it are no more certam 


—— — 


Mat. Chap, to. ver 21. + See Homily iſt ageinſt Rabellion, p. 346. 
u See Serm, en Rom. 13. f. p. 24. 2. - 


and 


' 


ext andi People agree, that if thoſe 


no leſsContract and enlarge the Liberty o 


Paſtus Obedience, &c;/ 


ſufficient reaſon to acquit Men trom ion, if in it felf 2 


: and which (whilft a Duty) is not to be omitted be- 
of Mens &fferings by it, and which Omiſſion of it is no | 
more allow'd than it is to Sin to avoid Suferings, or to do Evil 
har Good may come. And thus having enquir'd'into, and alſo 
having ſhew'Athe invalidity of that Objection ggainſt, which 
is rais'd from the preſum d evil Conſequences ot, the 25 
aforemention d Subjection, I proceed in the next Obj. 2. 
place to inquire into, and fhew the invalidity or 

that Objection againſt it, which is mid from the Suppoſal, if 
not of a Contract made berwen the Higher Powers, and Pol; 
of this Kingdom, when ar fu made a Kingdom and Monay- 
chy : yet by rheir Oaths ar the Coronation,and in which Con- 
tract, if it is not expreſi'd, it is yet ſuppo: d, that the ſaid w. 
not perform their Du- 
ty, the People are free or releas'd from theirs; and that 
in _ of Male-adminiſtration and illegal Oppreſſions ir 
Hall be L awful for the People of this Land to Refift, and take up 
Arms againſt them. This,asit has been urg'd as a mighty Objecti- 
on againſt the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience ang 

Non- Reſiſtance ; fo I proceed to conſider end an- Anfw, 


ſwer. And firſt, in anſwer to it I affirm, that 


tho! there ſhould have been that which ſome call an Original 
Contract formerly, (which tho? ſuppos'd, is not to be proved 1) 
et doth ir not follow, that there is any ſuch Contract now: ; 

t rather the Contents of it may be alter d and rpc by 
rw Laws and Agreements, berwixt the Higher Powers and 
ople of this Narion, in their Repreſentatives. And that the 
le as well as Higher Powers of this Kingdom, have hu 


waved this part of [uch Contract is plain from all ſuch Lawy, 


made by them which declare that (without cxception to any 
Caſes) it is High Treaſon (in any of the Subjects of this 
Realm) to Levy War againſt the Kings and Queens of this 
Realm; that neither the Lords nor Commons, nor the Tropl⸗ 
of this Land have any Power to make Offenſive or Defenſive 
ar againſt the Kings Majeſty, or his [awful Succeſſors+, And 
conſequently therefore fince it is no leſs the Prerogative of the 
Higher Powers, than it is the Liberty of the Engliſh Subject, 
and the Priviledge of Parliaments, That they can jointly make, 
alter and repeal Laws, as there is occafion ; and that they can 

f the Subject, than 
they can the Rights and Py erogatives of the Crown (and which 
to deny is no leſs to reflect upon the Power of Queen and 
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1 13. Car. 2. Cap. 6. 
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> - Parliament “, than it is to make ui and void ſeveral late 
Atti for the Liberty of the Subjects 3) hence, I ſay, it follows, 
that however the matter of the pretended Contract was a Law 
formerly, yet the contrary to it being a Law now, as that cea- 
ſes to be a Law to us, ſo the ſaid Laws, which forbid the raifing 
Wars or taking up Arms againſt the Kings and Queens of his 
Realm, are not either the Jeſs Fundamental Laws of it, or the 
more vacated by, becauſe ſubſequent to, Magna Charta, Than are 
© the Laws for the Proteſtant Religion, and the Diſinberiſon of 
' Papiſt from the Throne; and here, if I may not depend upon the 
Fords, and Authority of Prrliament by whom it is recog- 
nis d, that the ſole Supreme Government and Diſpoſition of the 
Alilitia and of all Forces by Sea and Land, &c. ii and ever 
a the undoubted Right of the Kings and Nucens of England) 
Fer. + we yer tead that however Mag na Charta is one of the 
moſt ancient Records we have tor the Liberty of the Subject, 
vet as even this Law was ſubſequent to the being of Kings 
= in this Realm *, and therefore is not the Original Contract 
i made by the People at their firſt riſe, ſo is there no mention 
in it of any original Contract at leaſt, not of any ſuch Cove- 
; 
i 
f 


nant in it, that in ſome Caſes it Hall be Lawful to take up 
Arms, or Levy Way againſt the Kings or Queens of this Realm ; 
when tho' it is ſaid in the ſaid Act, that hereby it reſerv'd to 
# he Subject all their free Liber tienand Cuſtoms, which they had 
in timepaſt and in which there are the 1eclaratiens, that al/ 
4 » #he Cuſtoms and Liberties mention'd in the ſaid Charter to be 
gramted by it, ſo far as appertains to us, and our Heirs, we 
| ſhall. obſerve ;, that neither we, nor our 0 ran procure, or 
| do any thing. whereby the Liberties contain'd in this Charter 

| 

| 

| 


Hall be infringed or broken ; and if any thing be procur d by 
any perſon contrary to the promiſes, it ſpall be had of no Force 
nor Effet; yer doth it not add, and it (ball be Lawful to take 
up Arms againſt us, any more than it is taken to exclude ſu- 
ture Kings or Parliaments from making Laws for the ſafety of 
the ſame, or the Proteſtant Religion; Albeit when the Magna 
Charta was made, it was not the Nyoteſtant but the Popiſh Re- 
ligion which was then Eſtabliſb'd: But may ſome here Reply, 
 thathowever we have no expreſs Record to prove this origi- 
nat.Contract, yet the good of the People and the End of Go- 
pernment luppoſe it; to which I anlwer, not at all: When if 


EY ** 


| * Fjus eft abrogare, cujus eft condere, | 
. | 1 4 12. Car. 2. * 30. / Fe f . 
geing net made a Law till the Reign Henry the Firft, or not Confirm'd 
q till the 91h of Henry the Ill. | , * 
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wa Paſſrve Obedience, Ec. 39 


I may not ſay, that the firſt Original of Government was ra- 


ther by divine Appointment, and a Conſeguent of paternal 


Power, than by any Compa#s berwixt the Heads of Families, 


and their Children and Serpants; yet doth it no more fol- 
Jow that either the antient Patriarchs, or the uſurping Nim- 
rods, took the Government upon thir Condit ion of being reſiſt 
ed by the Force of their Children and Subjects, than it fol- 


lows, that becauſe Goverament and Governours, were for the 


good of the Governed.— Therefore if thoſe faiPd of bis their 
End, they might be Rebell'd againſt ; when ſhou'd this be al- 
low'd, it woud no leſs juitify Rebellion in any other Govern- 

ment than ours; which (as I have ſhew'd) was neither al- 
 low'd nor pradtifed by the Apoſtles and the rf Chriſtians, 
albeit they had as much natural Right to the Benefits of Go- 
vernment (rather than the Diſadvantages) as v our (elves can 
pretend to . tho ar the ſame time they were yet remarkably 
- fruſtrated by the Emperors under whom they lived. If there- 

fore it is alledged, that when the End of Government is 
fruſtrated or defeated by the Higher Powers, any particular 
Subjects more than others have then a Right to take up Arm, 
it muſt either be proved by ſome Agreement, or lome particu- 
lar Laws ; which ſince Subjects (whilſt ſuch) have not, by 
any Laws of Chriſt or this Realm. they ought not ro pretend 
the Lawfulnels of taking up Arms againſt their Soveraigns, 
except it appears, that they nave a Right and Liberty, ſo to 
do from any Contract or Covenant made with them, at their 


Coronation ; which however pretended, yet as I proceed to 


ſhew in the next place, is not to be proved. 
And here, tho? I ſhall not ſland to ſhew that the Kings and 


Queens of this Realm are recogniz'd, and act as ſuch hefare 


the taking of the Coronation-Oach : Yet that however when 


' _ Crown'd they take an Oath to defend the Rights, Liberties. and 


Religion of their Subjects, they do net make any ſuch a Cove- 
nant or Contract whereby Liberty is given to their Subjefs, to 
take up Arms againſt them, needs no further Proof than the 
Review of the Oath taken by thew ; And here not to inſiſt up- 
on the Oaths formerly taken by others, Let us conſider even 
the Oath to be taken, ſince the late Revolution, Vill you ſolemn- 
ly Promile and Swear to govern / be People of this Kingdom of 

ngland, c. according to the Statutes in Parliament agreed on, 
and the Laws and Cuſtoms of the fame ? The King and Queen 


* Thus not only H. the 61h was Preclaim'd, and ated as King, the' he was not 
Crewn'd till ſeveral Tears afrer, but the preſent Qua Anne, the Froclaim'd and 
Receiv d as Qycen, March b. 1701, gel was nor(Crown'd till April 23d, ** 
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mall ſay: I ſolemnly. promiſe fo to do. Will you to Powen 
cauſe Law, and Juſtice, to be executed im a ? 
The King and 


Queen, I will. Vill you to the utmoſt of your Pow- 
er maintain the Laws of God, the trus Profeſſion of the Go-. 
Hel. and the proteſt ant reformed Religion eftabliſf/d by Law ? 
And will you preſerve unto the Biſbops and Clergy of Realm, - 
. und is the Churches committed to their Charge, all fuck Rights, 

. and Priviledges as by Law do, or bal ain unto them, or 
any them } King ns All this I promiſe to do . 

After this _— laying His or Her Hand 
#he Holy Goſpel, ſhall fay, 


things which I have here be 
promi d, I will: perform and keep, ſo help me God: 


5 


che King and Queen ll kiſs the Book. The ſaid Oath ſhall 
de in like manner Adminiftred to every King or n, who 
thall Succeed.” Theſe, as they are ſaid rw be the Yord: of the 
Coronation-Oath, ever fmce the Revolution; fo doth it a 
from them, that however the Higher Powers of this Realm 
are not only under a natural and Goſpel-Obligation to be the 
Miniſters of God, for the good of their Subject, but they bind 
themſelves by Oaths and Promiſes to this find: yea, tho' from 
hence it is, hat they not only act againſt their Duty, but al- 
fo violate their own Oath:, when violate their Peoples 
Rights, and for which they are accountable to God; yet ſup- 
ng ſuck a Failure in ether Princes (of which there is no 
Fear in her preſent Majeſty, who is no leſs obliged by her 
Love and Goodneſs to, than by ber Oath, to nurſe rather than 
opprefs, ber Sub jeck.) it doth not appear from the faid Coro- 
»ation-Oath, that there is any Power given by it for the Sub · 
jella to take up Arms againſt them; nor is there any Sentence 
in it, which either expreſethor intimates the Lawfulneſs there- 
of; ſo that unleſs the Advocates for Reſiſtance can find ſome 
other Laws than thoſe of Chriſt and this Realm, they have 
little reaſon to ridicule and condemn the Dodrines 
Obj. 34. of Paſſive- Obedience or Non-Refiftance, altho' as 
the third Obje&tion againſt it they urge its Incon- 
- "Sftency with the Laws of Nature and ſelf-Defence, and by 
which Laft, as they pretend) they are allow'd to refift any ii- 
148 Oppreſſions, tho even by raking ” Arms to that end: Now 
tho" in Anſwer to this #4 Object ion, I might firſt pur them upon 
the Proof where theſe Laws of Nature are ( —_— from thoſe 
of cut )) or whether they can fhew the Revelation of ſuch 
Laws, antecedent 20 all Government, or by Tradition from Adam 
er Noah ; nay, 2, Tho' I might likewiſe hem, that bowever 
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? See 1 William and Mary, Seff. 1 cap. 6. 


theſe Van 


7 
ther from the ſaid Lan, nor yet by any Law of in 
Nature, that we may defend our felves from 
Wrong by any Ways, but _ 
bs God 2 appeal 
155 : re if I may not 
{ciences of Men, wherher it be | 


Ham might 


5 


againſl Paſſive- Obedience to the 


to keep our ſelves from Danger or Starving if we can, we may 
theretoro-to this End, either tell a Lye or take away Mens 
Rights againſt their Conſent expreſsd or * umed ?! And now 
if, notwithflanding the Laws of ſelf-· Prelervation and De- 
fence, it is not agreeable to other Laws of Nature to tell Lyes 
or do Injuſtice, tho? dom with a Defign to proſerve our ſelves, 
why yet ic thou'd be aliow'd by Nature to take up Am, againit 
 Þthe Higher Powers, I cannot lee 5 when unleſs it will be pro- 
ved that the Staze of Nature is a State of War, that by Nature 


F 


« 


fuf-Do- 


* 1 
bs 
5 

* 


chere is no ſuch thing as Government nor any Subjed ion due 


from Subject to their Sover aigns, the very Nature of it (un- 
leſs there be be a Contract to the contrary) ſuppoſemh, that 
Whilſt Men are ſubject to, they have not a Power to take 

Arms ag ainſt, or puniſh their Soveraigns, and by which they 


put an end to gu jection ; bur laſily, was 1c otherwiſe, and that | 


by the mere Laws of Nature and ſelf. Defence, the Subje#s 
and the Higher Powers were equalin this Relpek 


yet lance 
n 
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Y 


it is pot only agreeable to the Laws bf Sciety” but t6 Boſe 
of 22 r vation and Defence, (at leaſt whe natural 25 


Fates of Reaſon ;) that Mn ſhould not only hazard the "leſſer 
Danger to prevent a greater, but that ſhould len or e- 


cede from their natur al Liberties and Rights, where the Part- 
with them is more for their own and or ber Mens good in 


eneral, than is the keeping of them? Hence it is, that (I 


had almoſt {aid by a natural Conſent) Men do form themſelves 
or arg formꝭd into Societies, he good of which, and in f 
chat of themſelves, they yield td the parting with ſeveral En- 


Joyments and Rights, as there is occaſion, altho' otherwiſe or 2 


naturally they have a Power to beep them x. 


And accordingly it is declar'd by Grotius, that however na- 


eu Uſe of Mens natural Power to refiſt for the R's of 


turally all Men have a Right to repel Injuries from themſelves; 
yet Civil Societies hing erected for the good of Particulars, and 
to prevent the Evils which otherwiſe might enſue if every 
Man might be his own! Judge a fender; there is there- 
fore a greater Right given to the Government over Particulars 
t0-this End; and by which as, it may\provibit the promiſcu- 


Peace and Order; ſo that it will thus reftrain this their Per, 
6s not to be doubted, ſince otherwiſe it cannot attain its end; 
whilſt ar erwiſe if every Man may refiſt as he pleaſes, it can't 
be call d Government, but Confuſon and Anarchy, where n9 
Body hears no Body. © r 
owever was nor this ſo, viz. that the natural Power of 
elf. Preſervation and Defence, may be reſtr ained by Mens mu- 
tua Conſent to the [ aws of Societies, yet it is not to be deni- 
ed bus they may be reſtrained by the reveal'd Orders of God ; 
and who, as (being God) he cannot be denied the Tower of 
prohibiting us the Uſe of thoſe things, and Liberties which 
otherwiſe we might take, o that he has thus given ſuch a 
Reſtraint, is not only Evident from thoſe Inſtances in which 
we are to pradiſe Self-denial, and to bear the Croſs, but from 


the particular Direction he has given for Sub;e#ion to, and 


the Prohibition as well as Threatnings he has given to hinder 
the Reſiſting the Higher Powers. Nay, tho* by the natural 
Power of ſelf - Deſence, it is not denied bur Servants may of- 
times prevent their wrongful Sufierings from their frow ard 
Maſters, it is yet not only enjoyn'd that they ſhou'd be Subject 
to the froward as well as Gentle, but even when _ do well 
and ſuffer wrongfully, they are yet to tale it patiently f. Aud 


— 
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* 1 Lib, de jure Belli cap. 4. Sect. 
+ Mar, 16. 24. + 1 Per, 2. 18. 29, 
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| have net much to urge 


Ki be and Title; fo however in ſome Caſes our ben Laws ' 
do give the gubjects the ! iberty of private (elf- Defence, vis, © 1 


; bring the Offender s to juſt Puniſhment, the Hi Powets are - © 


it is alſo declar'd by the 4# of 


DW 


| © Statutes in the 12th and 13th Years of bjs Reign 5 eſta - 


1 22. Car. 2. Cap. 39. 13, Car. os 6, 


Obedience, &. © 41 «x2 
as it is a Sign that rboſe Chriſtians © 

| againſt | Paſſive. Obedience, who have © 
no other Laws to urge againſt it, but thoſe of pretended Na- 9 
ture and ſelf- Defence, and to which 2 Turk hag the ſavie 


in ſuch Circumſtances, where becauſe they cannot have be 
Protection of Laws and the Magiſtrate, and when they can't 1 


then preſum d to allow them the Liberty of ſelf-Defence, e 
do rot either the Laws or Higher Powers give any ſuch 22 . 
of ſelf- Defence, as to take Arms againſt esse burt 
rather they declare the contrary, TJ *- 7 
Laſtly, Although the Sueceſs and Benefits of the ate Repo.  * © 
lution, are objeAed- as deſrud ive to, yet dathey not difanut  _ | 
or make void the Duty of Paſlive Obedience" in its true No- 
tion and Extent : When, beſides that the ſaid Succeſs and Be- 
nefits are aſcribed by our own Laws, and Prayers to the late 
King William, as the glorious Iniuument thereof under God, 
ftlement, that hg late King 
James had abdicated the Government, and therefore, % he 
ceas d to be he Supreme Power, hi; Right, to our Subjedtion © 
alſo ceaſed; But then tho' zhis may be inferi d from the ſad Ad, 
yet, leſt from hence it ſhould be Suggeited;-that the Regalities _ _ 
and Prerogatives belonging to the Crown, are made avid by ths 
Revolution, it is alſo added in the lag Law, thit William 
and Queen Mary, having accepted the Crown and Royal Dig-, : 
nity, they became our Soveraign Leige Lord and Lady; to 5 


19 


. 


* 


Ip þ 4 8, 2 
; 2 1 
—— — - 4 


* their Royal Perſons all the Rights, Kegalties and Preroga» * | 

tives, &c. to the ſaid Crown and Royal Dignity belonging 1 
or appertaining, were Kightfully and imtirely Inveſted, 2 1 
« porated, United and Annexed : And conſequently the ſame 7 
6 hows which (until they are repealed) prohibited and made ig | 


© Treaſon to Levy Var againit King Charles the II. made it 
* the like Crime to Levy War againit them, and ſo far as the 


bliſh's the Duty of Non Reſiſtance to him, they eſtabliſh'd, | 
the ſame to King William and Queen Anne ( unleſs thoſe who } 
now affirm the Lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance do deny tither of them 
to be his Lawful Succeſſors, which yet they do not pretend to 
deny. | EE 

1 That however the Obligation to Non- Refiſt- 
ance was ſuſpended or ceas d by the late Revolution, az to Kihg 


, . 


— — 
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5 Jens II. yet it doth not ceaſe in the Reign of Queen Anne 
it may be proved from all thoſe 48. ber odd. al in 
_ Which make it Treaſon to Levy Wat againſt the 
or Queens of this Realmarhilſt ſuch, (and which are more to 
be reguardbd than the Opinion: and 8 of ſome furt icula 
Subjects to the contr ary) yet is I alſo to be inferrd from the 
Oaths and Prayers which are ſtill continued and enjoyn'd even 
ſines the Revolution: It being nos only the continued and du- 
thorized Matier of our Prayers, that God would deliver us from 
- all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy, and Kebeliion, that be wou'd. 
＋＋ the Hands of our Gracious Sober aign Rusem Anne, and — 
all rhas are put in 2 her, with Judgment and Fu- 
files, to „ workers of Iniquity as turn Religion into 
bellion : Bug Jeſt ir ſhou'd be ſuppos d, that there is any al- 
. lowance, fnce the Revolution, for Subjecte to Conſpire and make 
 I|iar againſt the Kings and Qtteens of this Realm, we find, that 
beſides the obligation which is upon us by Oath as well as Gra- 
titude to bear true Allegiance to her Majeſty, it is alſo enjoyn'd 
by the Oach of Abjuration *, that we defend ber againſt al Tray- 
rerous Confpiracies and Attempts whaiſoever which ſhall be made. 
eit her againſt her Perſon, or ber Crown and Dignity: But 
nnn . * 
_ Higher Powers in this 6 igatory, (as it ifretk 
the "* taking up Arm: & iin them whilſt kD) Tons 
(belides that there 2reno Laws or Acts of Parliament which 
allow any Plots or Wars by their Subjects ag aint them, either 
befars'or ng the Revolution,) There are allo ſuch are In- 
ſtanees of "Puniſhment upon ſome, as Ty ters, who atrempred 
the fame tho under the pretence of N wp. for an in- 
Jur'd Prince and Conſtitution, And thus have | at large ſhew'd 
that notwithſtauding the various Objections againſt the Duty 
of Subjection to the Higher Powers (and particularly as by it 
is meant Paſſive Obedience or Non- Reſiſtance in its true Noti- 
Ki on) it is not only agreeable to the Laws and Practice of Chrift 
Ls. and his Apoſtles, to the Principles and P actice of the Primitive 
'S Church ; A likewiſe is is agreeable to the particular Laws ' ff - 
8 of | cbis Realm, as well as Doptrines of our Church; and con- 
=. equently ought not to be Ridicul d and Condemn'd, but to be 
15 Defended and Preach'd by its Miniſters; the Conſideration f 
12 which leads me in the laſt place, to make ſome Application, 
1 and conelude. 5 n 199-104 
| Aud tho' large is the Application which I 1 make by 
way of Inference, yet that which I ſhall chiefly infiſt upon, | 


the Y' 
Force, | 
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is this, viz. that, fince it is thus a Chriſtian, Apoſtolical, Pri> | 
mitive, Legal, and Church of England Duty; (as I have 
I ſhew'd it to be) its Miniſters, at leaſt, wou'd not — — a 
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Piave Obedience, ce. 0D, 
_ <«dicule and mn it, much leſs that they wou'd Ridiceuler 
and their Brethren, who defend and Preach. it, in iti? 
due N When tho' a Duty that in ſome Caſes is not on- 
6 them ſaying to Fleſb and Blood, but harder to be Prafticed, 


them under Temptations to the oonrary; Yer a8, (like to 
briftianity it ſelf and the taking up the Croſs) it doth not 
therefore ceaſe to be a Duty, ſo is it - ty more confiſtent 
with the Safety and Approbation of the Higher Powers * 
with the Laws and Safety of the Engliſh Subjects, than 
— the Doctrine and Practice of Rebellion ; but is more 
able to thoſe Directions which are laid upon Miniſlen Be 
and what are to Preach : There being D ien from the 
Orders of Chriſt and bis Church, That e ſhould vender i Ca- 
ſor, the things which are Czſar's, That we fbould put Men in 
ming, to be Subject to Principalities and Powers, that we ſhould 
affirm the Kings or Queen Power in theſe Realms to be 3 75 
unden God, to whom all their Subjects by the Laws of God 
owe moſt Loyalty and Obedience, afore and above all other I- 
ers and Potentates upon Earth, 1 
But now will jt be proved, that either the Laws of Chrift 
or his Church do give Men a Right and liberty to each up 
the Lawfulneſs of Rebellion, ot the raking up Arms, gag" 
the Higher Powers ? Or have we any Precedents ſo to roy 
St. Peter ox St. Paul, or any of the Apoſtles ? And what 
Ladd more ? Some have not only Condeum d the Doctrins f 
Paſſive Obedience and Non-Refiſtance ,” as contrary" % the 
Laws of 'this Land and our Conſlitution; but have aftg it 
Pragmaticalneſs and a medling with „ 7. of their Sphere, 
when Migiſters have Preach'd and Defe it; but ſurely as 
it eught to be no more charg'd as ſuch, when Miniſters De- 
fend, than when they Preach aud Print againſt, it; fo, till 
theſe can either ſhew by what Laws of this Realm, Paſ- 
ſive Obedience to the Higher Powers is forbidden, "and by + 
what Article or Momil) it is coudemn'd on the one Hand, of 
what Laws, Article or Homily, the taking up Arms againſt = 
them is allow'd and enjoyn'd on the other, They of all Men 
ought nor to Condemn t ha: Doctrine, to which they themſelves 
have Subſcribed, and which they can't deny to be the Princi- 
ples and Practice of the Primitive Church, | | ; 
But to draw towards the Conclufion of this Application and 4H 
of the Treatiſe it ſelf ; although there is the-leſs need to 1 
preach up the DoQrine of Non-Reſiſtance, from any Temp. i] 
rations we have now to the contrary, in reſpett of her 1 
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Preſent Majef 15 unleſs there be any, who either Refuſe, becauſe Þ}/ 
they deny Til, 10 this Subjection as Queen, or elſe think 
God) becauſe of her Patience and Farbearance ; her 
and Goodneſs; and ſhall ſuch b&eall'd Friends to the 
and Conltitution ot this Realm? Yet fince we not only live 
in an ge wherein there are ſuch various Pamphlets in de- 
rogation from this Boftring of Non-Reſiflance ; but even 
dur AA. of Parliament, which declare the Unlawfulneſs of 
 , Bing up Arms again} the Kings and ns of this 
Realm whilſt ſuch, haye been refleFed upon, as. being a- 
vi Does ine this, I lay, is %, how can gboſe of all 
Men (whe to be ſo much for Queen Anne) either con- 
demn and difaiow rhe Subject ion to be due nom, which the 
Acts of eg fill in force have given to other High- ., Y 
er Powers; or ells pretend the unſeaſonableneſs of defend- 
ing her Right to the ſame ; the Dofrine of NoneReliſtance 
being no leſs ſafe Dottrine to ber, than it is to other High- 
er Powers; nor is it leſs ber Right, unleſs they are Conſciow 
or diffidant that /be is not rhe Higher Power; and if ſo, where 
is _ Loyalty or Zeal for her Right to which they pre- 
| ten | mm. " 
1 And what ſhall I ſay more, when tho? I have litgle reaſon 
1 e that 50 ſe « Ay are prejudiced againſt this Doctrine 
. of Non- Reſiſtante, oy that they who, will not either be 
moved by the Text, or by the ra#ice of the Primitive Chri- 
ftians (even when they hid Power to the contrary,) That they 
6 who will not either be moved by thoſe Homiliet to which 
| 1270 hive ſubſcrib'd, nor yer by the Acts of Parliament, 
" ill in Force, to à belief, that the SubjeRs of this Realm 
| havens legal Power to raiſe War againſt the Lawful Kings 
and Queens of it, (and ſuch they confeſs our Qucen to be,) 
I ſay, tho'I anyot expect that theſe Men ſhould be brought 
t an acknowledgement of their Error, by my poor Endeavours 
to this Eng, unleſs God is pleas'd to give them Repentance, ro ³ 
tbe acknowledgement of the Truth; yet | have this to ſatisfy 
- myſelf, that 1 have not only ſhewn my Endeavours to this 
| End, but I have alſo taken an oc:afion thereby to declare my 
( | own Principle, which is to be Subject to the Supreme Powers 
| | under whom I Live, and not to take up Arms or Rebel againit 
1 | any: Nor do I find to the contrary, but as herein was the 
_ + 2 Faith and Putrience of the ;poftolical and Primitive Times, lo 
0 Is it no lefs the Law of our Realm and the Do#rine of our 
| | burch, now, that every Soul be Subject to the Higher Powers : 
1 2 the obligation to this Subjettion may ceaſe as 
” - -— fothoſe, who geaſe to be ſuch Powers, yet for their Subjects not 
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it bf dangerous to rebel againſt her, (as they do 2 
| 20 
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aigns, is at to be guilty of High Treaſon, 
| 45 o to receive to themſelves Damnati unleſs chey bY 
And thus having finifh'd my TreMiſe in ane 
Obedience I have now only this Requeſt to add in the Cloſe of 
it, viz, That however I propoſe it to the Examination of 9- 
ther, whether the Contents of this Treatiſe be agreeable to 
Law'and Truth, yet they would not i me an Enemy to 
our Hucen and Government, becauſe 
prove that the Do#rine of Non-Reſiflance in its true Notion 


is 2:9 other, than that which is agreeable to the 9 


and Rights of the one, and the Law: of the othyr. 5 
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Beſides the various E R RAT A, as to Pundation, 
the Reader is deſir d to Correct, as  followeth. 


Proc; 


28. 4 7 4 want of Force but o 
it no leſs; p. 17. J. 35. r. COP, in fine Marg. add S- 
crat. |, I. cap. 4. p. 20. in Marg. dele about 227 
= fine, Marg. add || cap. 6; p. 21. * * 3 J. 3.1. 103 
. 2 dele and; p. 23. I. 38. t. have; p. 28. I. 32. 
dele a; p. 37 I. 13. r. Conſequences; p. 341. th r. Houſe; 
p. 38. I. 15. r. Charta; p. 39. I. 15. r. than; in fever 
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